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Preface to the 

Vietnam Studies Publications 

In 1955 Michigan State University began a program of technical assistance 
to the Government of South Vietnam, supported by a contract with the 
predecessor agency of the United States Agency for International De­
velopment. Through this program Michigan State University prOvided 
technical advisors in the broad field of public administration, including 
police administration. In recent years, most of this advisory service has 
been devoted to strengthening the teaching, in-service training, and re­
search programs of the National Institnte of Administration, an agency in 
Saigon created by the Vietnamese Government to strengthen the public 
service generally. 

Members of the Michigan State University group have included 
specialists in the field of public administration, police administration, 
economics, anthropology, psychology, sociology and other special fields. 
In the course of over seven years of technical cooperation in Vietnam, 
members of the Michigan State University group have contributed a large 
number of surveys and stndies of various types, training documents, and 
reports containing recommendations on various 'administrative problems. 

This document Is one of many prepared in Vietnam as a part of 
the work of the Michigan State University group. It was written for a 
speciflc purpose and under particular circumstances and should be read 
with these qualifications In mind. It is being reproduced and made avail­
able at this time for the use of the Agency for International Development, 
and is not intended for general circulation. We suggest that this stndy 
be used with the understanding that additional materials are available 
from the earlier MSUG studies which appeared in mimeographed form, 
and that it fits into the broad context of a technical assistance program 
as part of the U. S. foreign aid program in Vietnam. 
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Foreword 

This study describes the number and types of general administrative 
units that existed in South Vietnam as of October 1959. Its original pur­
pose was to provide some of the macro data needed for a comprehensive 
review and evaluation of local administration throughout the entire 
nation. At that time, insofar as the writer could determine, information 
of this type was not readily available. 

It is obvious now that the study is out of date in the sense that it 
contains no information about the various new types of local units, 
such as the strategic hamlets, that have been established during the 
past two years. When the data for this study were being collected, the 
"agrovilles" were barely over the horizon and presumably were not 
going to grow rapidly and the more recent innovations were not even 
in sight. 

Regardless of the many recent changes in the patterns of local 
administration, this study still provides a useful basis for grasping some 
insights into the nature of government in Vietnam. It describes the basic 
organizational characteristics of the entire array of field and local ad­
ministrative units, the populations and the regional locations that ex­
isted in late 1959. It should also provide a valuable base line from 
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which to measure the impact of the current programs to reorganize 
local administration. 

Almost all of the census information for this study was obtained 
directly from the files of the national census bureau, the National In­
stitute of Statistics, located in Saigon. The Institute had collected the 
i1;>formation from responsible local admil;>istrators with the use of stand­
ardized questionnaires. Although one might justifiably doubt the complete 
accuracy of the population reports, nevertheless it is fair to assume that 
they are reasonably close to the actual, given the elaborate and ex­
tensive hierarchy connecting each individual through his family, neighbor­
hood, and hamlet to the village council. 

One of the most difficult problems faced by the writer during the 
preparation of this study was developing reasonable translations of 
the many titles given to local units, especially to villages, hamlets, and 
hamlet subgroups. Greatly aiding him in this respect was his good 
colleague, Professor Truong N goc Giau who carefully reviewed the 
translations. 

Most of the initial compilations and translations were prepared 
by Mr. Nguyen Ngoc Yen of the Michigan Group. Other members, 
especially Professor Jason Finkle, gave the writer various suggestions 
about both form and content. The writer, of course, assumes full re­
sponsibility for the text. 
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September, 1962 



1 The Scope of This Survey 

This survey covers all units of general administration below the level 
of the Central Government. These units include the provinces, munici­
palities, districts, cantons, villages and hamlets. Their total number is 
shown in Figure 1. Regional and population analyses represent the hard 
core of this survey but it also includes limited explanatory data about 
organizational and administrative characteristics. However, the latter have 
only limited value since they are largely generalizations based on im­
pressions rather than on extensive analyses of empirical data. 

In contrast to what might be expected, this survey provides no 
information about the legal bases of local administration. The writer 
would have liked to have included a complete legal index, but the 
task would have been too great. There is a need not only for compiling 
the existing legal documents-the decrees, ordinances, memoranda-but 
also for rebuilding the entire legal basis of local administration. Few 
Vietnamese have any comprehension at all of the laws and regulations 
that control local administration. 
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FIGURE I 
THE UNITS OF LOCAL ADMINISTRATION IN VIETNAM 

Provinces 
Municipalities 
Districts 
Cantons 
Villages 
Hamlets 

Vietnam 

38 
4 

209 
310 

2,579 
16,398' 
19,538 

SOURCE: Records of the National Institute of Statistics, Republic of Vietnam, October 1959. 
OThis is fairly accurate hut until a more satisfactory classification of suhvfllage units is pre· 

pared, it must be assumed as subject to some error. Apart hom the classification problem eITOr 
come9 from the practice of some villages reporting only a number equal to that for which they 
receive hamlet chiefs' allowances from the province. Thus, My Thuan Village in Vinb Long 
Province reports a hamlets, but in practice it has 11 hamlets. The 11 hamlet chiefs share the 
provincial grant allotted for only 3 bamlets. 

This survey would have been greatly enriched if it could have 
included information about the area of each local unit for there is 
considerable variation between units. In some cases a hamlet con­
sists of little more than a few acres while in other instances it con­
tains hundreds if not thousands. Likewise all higher units vary greatly. 
However, the writer was advised that the data on Iile probably were 
not even reasonably accurate. Some appreciation of probable patterns· 
of areal measurements for provinces can be gained from the following 
estimates found in a major socio-economic study prepared for the Bank 
of Vietnam:' 

SOME ILLUSTRATIONS OF VARIATIONS IN AREAS OF PROVINCES 

SQUA.RE AIUCA. SQUAlUt MILES 

SXUARE s.:lUAlIlI 
REGION PROVINCE REA ILltS 

South Vietnam: West 
An Xuyen Province 5,184 1,993 
Vinh Long Province 1,805 694 

South Vietnam: East 
Tay Ninh Province 
Cia Dinh Province 

4,450 
650 

1,711 
250 

Central Lowlands 
Thuan Thien Province 4,700 1,807 
Phu Yen Province 3,700 1,422 

Highlands 
Darlac Province 21,400 8,226 
Pleiku Province 9,300 3,574 

To appreciate the sizes of these provinces one might compare them with 
American state and county governments. The smallest state, Rhode Island, 
has about 1,200 square miles and Massachusetts with 8,257 square miles 
exceeds the largest of the provinces. It is not uncommon, of course, 
for American counties to have well over 700 square miles, the approxi. 
mate area of Vinh Long Province and almost three times that of Gia 
Dinh. 

1. SOtm.CB: Mission Economie et Humanisms" Etude BUr Les Condltiom de Vie 6f LeI BHoma 
de la POPl!laUon du VletMm. Banque Nationale au Vietnam. RepubUque du Vietnam, Septembre. 
1959, Tableau I. p. ea. , 
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2 Provinces and Municipalities 

The 38 provinces and 4 municipalities cover Vietnam and represent 
the first level in the hierarchy of local units. In principle, the municipal­
ities are entirely independent of the provinces; unlike the other local ad­
ministrative units they enjoy direct contact with both the Central Gov­
ernment and the people. The municipalities, therefore, have a special 
status in the pattern of central-local administrative relationships. 

Although the provinces contain almost 90 percent of the nation's 
population, it cannot be said that this represents the proportion having 
rural characteristics. There are many urban centers scattered throughout 
the provinces. Formerly some enjoyed the legal status of municipalities 
but they were reduced to village status in 1957 as a means of integrating 
with provincial administration. The most interesting part of the pro­
vincial-municipal population breakdowns shown in Figure 2 is the pre­
dominant position of Saigon among the four municipalities. With al­
most 85 percent of the muncipal population it dwarfs the other 3. 

THE PROVINCES 

Although the major pattern of provinces has become stabilized, changes 
are still being made. The most recent change was the addition of new 
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FIGURE 2 
PROVINCIAL AND MUNICIPAL POPULATION IN VmTNAM 

PaoVINOES POPl1J..ATION TOTAL POPULATION 

Highlands 539,105 4.4% 
South Vietnam, East 1,888,782 15.5 
Central Lowlands 4,114,172 33.7 
South Vietnam, West 5,677,916 46.5 

MONlCIP.AJ..ttIE81 
100.1% 12,219,975 8~.0% 

Hlglilands, nalat 49,478 3.0% 
South Vietnam-East, Salgon 1,400,000' 84.2 
Central Lowlands: 

Hue 102,819 6.1 
Danang 110,306 6.6 

99.9% 
1,662,603 12.0% 

13,882,578 100.0% 

-Estimated. 
SOunCB: Records of the National Institute of Statfstica. Republio of Vietnam, October 1959. 

provinces in the southern part of the Highlands and In the South Vietnam­
East region: Quang Duc, Lam Dong, Tuyen Due and Phuoc Thanh. 
In addition, boundaries of four Central Lowlands provinces-Khanh Hoa 
to Quang Ngai inclusive-have been moved farther west into the moun­
tainous regious. The major reorganization movement occurred in 1956 
and 1957; many changes were made particularly in the provinces located 
In South Vietnam-West and South Vietnam-East, the area formerly 
known as Cochin China. In a few cases, provinces were completely elimi­
nated by being divided and placed in existing or newly established 
provinces. In almost all cases new names were given to the southern 
provinces.' 

Organ/oaUon and ndmlnlBlratlon. 

Every prOvincial unit is headed by a Chief of Province appointed by the 
President of the Republic. Usually a career civil servant or a field-grade 
officer,' the province chief serves for an indefinite term. Apart from his 
privileged position as a Presidential appointee, the province chief holds 
a position of significant influence in provincial affairs through the exer­
cise of budgetary and fiscal-as well as general administrative-powers, 
modified, of course, by the interest of the Central Governmental technical 
services, such as education, health and public works, in their own pro­
vincial offices. In case of a conflict between a province chief and a tech­
nical service, observers believe that as a rule the province chief wins out 
since he is held responsible by the president for the most crucial local 

lDetaila of the reorge.nb:ation movement of 1956~lS7 which alia Included the munioipalltilll 
are reported in the following study; David C. Cole and Uong Ngoo Thach, FlnanoW AotlvUW. 
of thti Prov'noe'. Prefecture and Munlclf!Jalftl6.t of Vietnam In 1956. (,mimeo.) Michigan State 
Univer8ity, Vietnam Advisory Group, Saigon, 1957. pp. 1-4. 

lAs Of Stw.tember 15, 1960, .21 'of the 38 province bhiefs held military ranks. -'Provinces of 
Vietnam," USOM Publio Administration Division, (mimeo.), p. 15," 



service-political development-and therefore must be allowed to exer­
cise considerable judgment over all other programs. 

The influence of the province chief also pervades the local units. 
He exercises broad authority over the selection and removal of per­
sonnel in districts, cantons, and villages; he formulates local budgetary 
'and fiscal policies including the transfer of funds from one village to 
another as well as from villages to districts and even to the province. 
He is, in fact, the chief executive for all administrative affairs in the 
province. 

Reg/onal dl8trlbuU.n. 

The largest concentration of provinces IS In South Vietnam-West, the 
southern delta region.' It contains 13, or S4 percent, of the 38 provinces 
(and close to 50 percent of the provincial population). Second in rank, 
with 10 provinces is South Vietnam-East, which is the foothill and rolling 
land region between the lowlands of the Delta and the Highlands. Third 
is the Central Lowlands with nine provinces. The Highlands, with its 
problems of communication but not of large populations, contains only 
six provinces. 

Populall... cha,aolerl8llc •• 

The most outstanding feature of provincial population characteristics 
is the great variation in size. Quang Duc Province, 1 of the 3 recently 
created in the southern end of the Highlands, is a midget alongside Quang 
Nam Province in the Central Lowlands; for with its population of 27,000, 
Quang Duc is about one thirty-fifth the size of Quang Nam.' Similarly, 
even within each of the four regions there is little uniformity in size. 
The least difference is found in the Highlands where the ratio is 1 to 7. 
In South Vietnam-East, which contains the suburban province of Gia 
Dinh, the ratio increases almost three times so that the least populous 
province has only one-twentieth of the population of the largest. 

What is the population of a typical province? Given the great 
range in provincial populations and the small number of provinces, it 
is not wise to generalize about' this characteristic-any single statistical 
computation would be misleading. As shown in Figure 4, which presents 
a statistical summary by region as well as for all provinces, there is 

'The four remons. whOle boundaries are shown in the map. were eatablillhed by the Central 
Government for lImited administrative purposes, lariely inspection and coordination of PlQvlnoJaI 
activities by the Department of Intedor and the Presidenoy. Other departments may estatiUsh their 
own plan of regionil oraanizatiOJl8I they need not follow this pattern. 

'Con Son Province with by far the 8maU~st pOPUlation of 620 residents ruus the prIsoners .is 
excluded from this oomparison and from all of the {ollowing analyse.. As an Offshore pruon island 
1t1 .ituation ill unique. . 
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considerable difference between the arithmetic mean and the median. 
The mean population of 330,000 far exceeds the median of 272,000, 
which in itself points up the difficulty of talking about a "typical" province. 

FIGURE 3 
PROVINCE: REGION AND POPULATION 

REGION' + PROVINCES 

I. Hlilhlands: 
1. QuangDuc 
2. Lam Dong 
S. TuyenDuc 

4. Kontum 
5. Darlac 
6. Plelku 

II. South Vietnam-East 
1. Binh Tuy 
2. Phuoc Long 
3. Blnh Long 
4. Phuoc Thanh 
5. Lcng Khanh 

6. Phuoc Tuy 
7. Bien Hoa 
8. Tal' Ninh 
9. Blnh Duong 

10. GlaDinh 

III. Central Lowlands 
1. Nlnh Thuan 
2. Blnh Thuan 
3. OuangTri 
4. I<:hanh Hoa 
5. Phu Yen 
6. Thua Thien 
7. Ouang Ngal 
8. J!"inh Dlnh 
9. QuangNom 

IV. South Vietnam-West 
1. Con Son 
2. Kien Tuong 
3. Klen Phong 
4. AnXuyen 
S. KieD Giang 
6. Phong Dlnh 
7. LcngAn 

.8. Vinh Blnh 
9. VinhLcng 

10. Klen Ho. 
11. BaXuyen 
12. Dlnh Tuong 
13. AnGlang 

Total: 

Total: 

POPULATION 

27,000 
55,025 
56,107 

76.161 
141.745 
183,067 
539.105 

34.083 
39.668 
64.931 
65.357 
73,973 

123.623 
246,320 
269,530 
271,944 
341,345 
429,937 

\
685,663 
806,049 
939,761 

4,114;172 

620' 
54,333 

270,386 
276,650 
434,910 
467,777 
482,794 

(median) 

(median) 

(median) 

(median) 

-Con, Soq.is an off~ore island \l8ed primarily as a penal wHtu~n. t~l' ',,, in 
theother~ •. , . , '-', .,' '. ," 

tl'he tot~~' doe{!- .pot; include ~ilitary p~onnel. oveJseas Vietnam.QS8, .aJid,Dris'oJ;l,ltrs. 
Sovao:&; n~" of the 'National Institute of Statistios, Republlo df'YfetniUi,l. 'ebtotier 1959. 
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FIGURE 4 
PROVINCE: POPULATION CHARACTElUSTICS 

NUMBER OF POPULATION 
REGION PROVINCES MEAN MEDIAN RANOE 

Highlands 6 89,851 66,134 27,000 - 183,067 
South Vietnam-East 10 188,878 103,088 34,083 - 643,877 
Central Lowlands 9 457,130 341,345 123,623 - 939,761 
South Vietnam-West 12' 473,108 503,828 54,333 - 801,477 

Vietnam 37 330,253 271,944 27,000 - 939,761 
°The prison island province of Con Son WQS excluded. 

SOURCE: Records of the National Institute of Statistics, Republic of Vietnam, October 1959. 

A classiflcation of the 37 provinces by population ranges of 100,000 shows 
the following distribution: 

POPULATION 

Less than 100,000 
100,000 - 199,999 
200,000 - 299,999 
300,000 - 399,999 
400,000 - 499,999 
500,000 - 599,999 
600,000 - 699,999 
700,000 - 799,999 
800,000 - 899,999 
900,000 - 999,999 

NUMBER OF PnOVINCES 

10 
4 
8 
1 
4 
3 
4 
o 
2 
1 

Total "3'1 
This points up the large proportion of provinces haVing extremely small 
populations. Ten of the 37, or almost 30 percent, have populations under 
100,000; and 22 have less than 300,000 population. 

It is even more hazardous, of course, to make comparisons of 
typical provinces by region. It is evident that the most populous prov­
inces are concentrated in 2 of the 4 regions-South Vietnam-West and 
the Central Lowlands. The one exception is Gia-Dinh province which 
surrounds Saigon and borders on the South Vietnam-West region. The 
pattern of means, medians, and ranges also depicts the low populations 
of the Highlands provinces. 

THE MUNICIPALITIES 

In the legal sense the municipalities are distinguished from the villages 
by a separate system of regulations based largely on two ordinances 
pre-dating the Republic. In addition, the Prefecture of Saigon, which is 
treated as a municipality in this survey, has its own special legal status.' 
As will be noted, there are several administrative characteristics that 
distinguish municipalities from the villages. 

The status of municipal administration in Vietnam has been down­
graded in recent years by both statutorY alld administralive actions. 
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Prior to 1956 there were 11 municipalities in addition to the Prefectnre 
of Saigon. As part of a general reorganization of provincial and local 
administration, 8 of the 11 were reduced to the statns of villages. These 
legal actions placed the municipalities directly under the control of the 
province chiefs, whereas before 1956 they enjoyed considerable autonomy. 

After the 1956-57 reorganization movement, the statns of 2 of the 
3 remaining municipalities was reduced by administrative action. Both 
Hue and Dalat are at present administered by province chiefs in an ex 
officio capacity; in fact, almost ali municipal serVices in Hue are admin­
istered by provincial· personnel. And it is likely that a similar pattern 
of provincial administration exists in Dalat whose mayor became the 
first province chief of the newly established province of Tuyen Duc. 

In keeping with the diminishing pattern of self-administration, 
municipal (including prefectoral) advisOry councils have been losing 
status in local affairs. If the practice in Saigon prevails elsewhere, no re­
placements have been made for the many vacancies in council member­
ship. Hardly more than one-half of the seats in the Saigon council were 
occupied. Normally, replacements if not fllled by appointments could 
be refilled every three years by local elections; however, no elections 
have been held since 1953. The Saigon council lost further status in 1959 
when its members were deprived of their positions as chiefs of district 
administration. While council members pleaded that they served as 
valuable connecting links between the people and the government, the 
reorganization which placed career civil servants in their former positions 
was presented as a means for increasing efficiency in prefectoral 
administration.' 

Organl%allonand admlnlolroli .... 

Like the prOvincial units, the municipalities are headed by strong ex­
ecutives appOinted by the President of the Republic. In principle the 
municipalities contain their own separate array of technical services 
although in practice, as already indicated, considerable integration with 
provincial services exists. Being the national capital, the Prefecture of 
Saigon has many,. special arrangements with the Central Administration. 
The existence of advisory councils distinguishes municipal from provincial 
organization;" as Aoes, of course, the more limited geographical area 

IAltbou«h no comprehensJve study exists of the municipalities, considerable information about 
the Saiaon Prefecture 18 pre8e.nted in II study prepared by Professor Tran Van Dinh. National In~ 
,tituto of Ad.m1Dl8trAtton, Odij:, a b'powritten manuscript of the English translation :Is available; 
however .. a -related-'a:wdy',·pte»lrtd·.£or-' a 'forthcoming UNESCO conference in New' Delhi in Decem­
ber on urbanization-shoUld be :In 'printed form. 

tIn 1981 ,the e'ioVe!7;Iinent .nnoUD~ed -Its intention to ~tabU8h provincial advisOry counon.. 
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subject to municipal administration. The municipalities serve only ur­
banized areas. 

To facilitate the administration of municipal affairs, the municipal­
Ities contain a series of subdivisions. The first two levels of these sub­
divisions for all four municipalities are shown in Figure 5. As can be 
noted, the pattern varies considerably among the four. Saigon, for 
example, although by far the most populous unit contains only 8 unlts­
districts-on the first level of subdivisiollS while Danang has 27 units 
bearing a different title of khu-pho, and Hue, 3 police districts. Presumably 
their organizational arrangements differ as well as their titles and numbers. 

The administrative divisions below these levels were not reported. 
If the developing pattern in Saigon exists In the other units, there are at 
least two additional organizations that connect each family with the 
municipal administrative system-the khom (group of Interfamily groups) 
and the lien-gia (five-family groups). A similar but less complex pattern 
exists in the rural villages, the Khom normally being excepted. 

Regional dlslribulion. 

Saigon, located between South Vietnam-West and South Vietnam-East, 
divides the ricelands of the delta from the foothills of the Highlands. No 
municipality is located in the delta region to the south. Two are in the 
northern lowland area and the third in the Highlands. 

Populm/on cMracteriotlcl. 

Because of the tremendous population difference between Saigon and 
the three municipalities, generalizations about population characteristics 
of the four municipalities might be misleading. (See Figure 2.) With 
almost 86 percent of the municipal population, Saigon greatly outranks 
the others; and among the three, lesser units, Dalat is far outranked. 

FIGURE 5 
MUNICIPALITIES: SUBDIVJ810NS 

MUNIOlPALrrY FIRST LEVEL No. SECOND LEVEL No. 

Salgon Districts 8 Phuong 41 
Danang Khu PM 27 Phuong l1S" 
Hu. Pollce Phuong 21 

Districts S Van 11 
Dalat KhuPho 10 Hamlets 45 

Lang 1 Khu 1 

°Plus one residential area for mllitary personnel. 
SOUROB: Records of the National Institute of Statistics, Republic of Vietnam, October 19S9. 
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3 The Districts 

In the administrative hierarchy of field administration in Vietnam, the 
district is located immediately below the provincial level. As shown In 
the preceding discussion, the title of "district" is also used by the Pre­
fecture of Saigon and "police district" by the municipality of Hue; these 
municipal districts were not included In the following discussion. 

OrganlMlron and Admlnl8l,alron 

Like the province, the district organization is headed by an executive­
the district chief-appointed by the Central Government. Like his 
superior, the district chief assumes responsibility for general administra­
tion, including supervision of the lower units of administration and the 
coordination of the various offices and technical services within his dis­
trict. Also like the prOvince chief, he maY be either a civil servant or a 
military officer; if the latter,. he usually holds the rank of lieutenant or 
captain. In some provinces almost all district chiefs are military officers. 
He serves for an indefinite term. 

11 



The number and types of services found in the district organiza­
tion depend upon the judgments of the higher administrators, that is, 
the provincial and central administrators in the various services and 
departments. District organization, therefore, varies from district to 

, district. 

There are, however, certain services found in most districts: col­
lection of vital statistics, supervision of local taxation and budgetary 
activities, adjudication of minor civil and criminal cases, and adminstra­
tion of local security. Such services as public health, agricultural exten­
sion, and public works may be added, depending on local needs and 
availability of personnel. 

Unlike the provincial administration, the districts do not enjoy 
budgetary and taxation powers. Their financial support comes from the 
provincial budget and from assessments prorated among the villages 
within their jurisdiction. 

Regional dlBlrlbutlon. 

The two regions of South Vietnam-West and the Central Lowlands con­
tain almost three-fourths of the nation's districts. South Vietnam-West 
has 81 districts and the Central Lowlands, 72. Only 18 districts are found 
in the Highlands region, even though its area is large. This distribution 
indicates, of course, that area itself is not a significant determinant of 
the distribution of districts. 

It is apparent that the number of districts in anyone province 
can vary considerably. In 3 provinces there are only 2 districts each, 
while at the other extreme 2 provinces have 12 districts each. For the 37 
provinces the mean is 5.6 and the median, 5.2, districts per province. 

Population cha,aclerl8tic •• 

Even though there is a far greater number of districts than provinces, 
it is equally difficult to generalize about district population character­
istics. The distribution does not readily lend itself to such measurements 
as means and medians which are most useful when data fall into neat 
patterns clearly reflecting a "central-tendency" characteristic. As a result, 
although the means and medians have been computed, they need to be 
weighed. not only against each other but also against the actual range 
of' district .papulations shown in the final column of Figure 7. In addi­
tion, Figure 8 should also be noted. 
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FIGURE 6 
DISTRICTS: REGIONAL DISTlUBUTION 

Vietnam: 209 Provincial Mean: 5.6 Median: 6 

I. Hlghland8 III. Central Lowland8 
Quang Due 3 Ninh Thuan 3 
Lam Dong 2 Binh Thuan 7 
Tuyen Due 3 ~uan~ Tri 7 
Kontum 4 han Hoa 5 
Darlac 3 Phu Yen 6 
Ptelku 3 Thua Thien 9 

Totat 18 Quanf:n':l"' 11 
Mean -3- Binh 12 

Median 3 • Quang Nam 12 
Total 72 
Mean -8-
Median 7 

II. South VIetnam-East IV. South Vietnam-West 
Blnh Tuy 3 Kien Tuong 4 
Phuoe Long 4 Klen Phong 4 
Binh Long 2 An XCiIen 6 
Phuoe Thanh 3 Klen lan.5, 8 
Long Khanh 2 Phong Di 5 
PhuocTuy 6 Long An 8 
Bien Hoa 3 Vlnll Blnh 9 
Tay Nlnh 4 Vlnh Long 6 
Bbili Duong 8 Kien Haa 7 
Gia Dinh 6 Ba Xuten 8 

Totat 41 Dinh uong 7 
Mean 3.8 An Giang 9 

Totat Bl Median 3.5 
Mean 6.8 
Median 7.0 

SOtl1\OB: Records of the National Institute of Statistics. RepubUo of Vietnam, October 1959. 

Like the provincial population pattern, there is a tremendous 
difference between the least and the most populous districts in Vietnam. 
The least populous district, located in phuoc Long Province, has a popu­
lation of 1,300; in contrast there is a district in the suburban province 
of Gia Dinh with a population of almost 190,000. Its population is about 
145 times larger than that of the Phuoc Long districts. 

The other major characteristic of district populations is the lack 
of any "central tendency" in the variations. This is shown in Section (a) 
of Figure 8. Rather than a large concentration of districts in the middle­
ranges, there is a fairly even spread among all population ranges. 

FIGURE 7 
DlSTRICTS: POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

DISTRlCT POPULA.TION 

of Vietnam, October 1959. 
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FIGURE 8 
DlSTRICT.s: By POPULATION RANGES 

POPULATION IN THOUSANDS 

0- 10- 20- 30- 40· 50- 60- 70- BO- 80- 100 
9 19 29 39 49 39 69 79 89 99 Up Total 

Highlands 3 
South Vietnam-

East 10 
Central 

Lowlands 5 
South Vietnam-

5 

2 

12 

4 

5 

10 

(a) Frequency 
3 1 

3 

6 

5 

8 

2 

4 

1 

3 
• 

2 

5 

1 

2 

4 

2 

4 

1 

4 

11 

18 

38 

72 

West 1 6 4 7 5 7 14 8 7 7 15 81 

Total 19 25 23 19 19 13 18 15 14 13 31 209 

Highlands 17 % 28 % 22 % 
(b) Percentages 

17% 60/. 6% 6% 

6% 11 
South Vletnam-

East 26 5 13 8 13 

8 11 

9 6 

5% 3% 6% 6 
Central 

Lowlands 7 17 14 6 4 7 6 

9 

6 15 
South Vietnam-

West 1 7 5 9 17 10 9 19 

9% lZ% 11% 9% 9% 6% 9% 7% 7% 6% 15% 100% 

(c) Cumulative Perc,mag •• 

Highlands 
South Vletnam­

East 
Central Lowlands 
South Vietnam .. 

West 

Total 

Population leas than: (in thousands) 
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 200 
17% 45% 67% 84% % 90% % .% % 96% 100% 

26 
7 

31 
24 

4452 
38 46 

65% 70 
57 63 

73% 79% 85 
67 74 SO 

181322283754647382100 

9% 21% 32% 41% 50% 56%65% 721% 79%85% 100% 

SOURCE: Records of the National Institute of Statistics. Republ{c of VJetnam, OctobeJ'. 19~9. 
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4 The Cantons 

The importance of the canton .has greatly diminished with its functions 
being taken over by the district, the next higher unit; its complete elimi­
nation is being considered by the Central Government. 

OrganlZllllon and odmlnl8lratlon. 

It is difficult to generalize about the cantons. Knowledge about a few 
cantons suggests that the typical canton consists, in addition to a canton 
chief and a clerk, of possibly two deputy canton chiefs. While the 
canton chief is empowered to select his own clerk, he and his deputies 
are appointed by the province chiefs. Tho';> office may be located in the 
home of the canton chief or some other villager, or in the village hall, 
or even in a district headquarters. It has been customary to fill the can­
tonaI offices with recognized community leaders, including village 
councilors. 

Cantonal administration has a two-fold objective-to assist the 
village councils and villagers in their affairs and to assist the district in 
a capacity somewhat similar to that provided by the four regional dele­
gates for the Central Government, that is, by inspection and coordination. 
Assistance to the villagers is provided mainly by serving as an unofficial 
appeals court for civil disputes heard at the hamlet and village levels. 
Some district chiefs depend upon the cantonal officials for periodic in­
spection of financial and other records in the villages. In addition, they 
may ask canton chiefs to supervise village activities of special interest, 
such as the reception of a high official. Presumably, some cantons in the 
southern provinces have been given additional responsibilities in an 
effort to strengthen local lines of administration and defense. 

For their financing, the cantons, like the districts, usually depend 
uPlln assessments levied against the villages. The canton officials receive 
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an allowance' which, although modest, is greater than that granted village 
olBcfals. 

lIec/On<J/ dlllrlbut/on. 

Unlike districts and provinces, the cantons are not found throughout 
all rural Vietnam. Ten provinces reported no cantonal units and some 
provinces, especially in the Central Lowlands, indicated that the cantonal 
units were used only in the more isolated, mountainous areas where 
communications between districts and villages are unduly extended. As 
a result in Vietnam there are only 310 cantons limited in use to 27 of the 
37 provinces. 

With 152 cantons the South Vietnam-West region has almost 50 
percent of the nation's total. The Highlands is second with 82 cantons­
its Province of Pleiku with 25 cantons ranks first among all provinces. 
Only 3 of the ,9 provinces in the Central Lowlands contain cantons. And 
it is evident that their use in 2 of the 3 provinces is severely limited­
only 2 cantons were reported for Khanh Hoa Province and 3 for Thua 
Thien. 

Vietnam: 310 

I. Hlghland8 
Quang Due 
Cam Dong 
Tuyen Due 
Kontum 
Darlac 
Pleiku 

Total 
Mean 
Median 

II. South Vietnam-East 
Binh Tuy 
Phuong Long 
Blnh Long 
Phuoc Thanh 
Long Khanh 
Phuoc Tuy 
Bien Hoa 
Ta~ Nlnh 
BIIlh Duong 
Gla Dinh 

Total 
Mean 
Median 

FIGURE 9 
CANTONS: REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION 

Provincial Mean: 8.4 Median: 8.0 

4 
7 

11 
20 
15 
25 

82 
13.7 
13.0 

17 

3 
2 
7 
8 
8 

10 
10 

65 
6.5 
7.5 

III. Centra! Lowland8 
Nlnh Thuan 
Binh Thuan 
Quang Tri 
Khanh Hoa 
Phu Yen 
Thua ThIen 

~l:3:'f>t~aI 
Quang N8I11 

Total 
Mean 
Medi,", 

IV. South VIetnam-Wast 
Klen Tuong 
KienPhong 

2 
6 
3 

-rr 
'"'T.2 

0.0 

9 
8 

An XUl'en 
KlenGlang 
Phong Dinh 8 
LOI!I! An 17 
Vinli Blnh 20 
Vlnh' Long 22 
Kien Hoa 21 
Ba Xul'en ' 16 
Dinh Toong 15 
An Giang 16 

Total J:'52 
Mean 12:7 
Median 15.5 

Sbvao.) iirJohb of tho National Institute of StatilUcs. l\epu6Uo of Vi6b1tm,' 'OOmber 1959. 
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5 The Villages 

In the era of emperors and mandarins the Vietnamese villagers lived 
in .a world almost of their own~a state within a state, so to speak. His­
torians invariably portray the traditional village as a political Isolate 
coming Into contact with higher authorities on only Infrequent occasions 
when a financial tribute was due and when young men were needed 
for military service. To underscore this concept of the traditional village 
the historians point out that the higher authorities were relatively power­
less since no vital statistic records left the vlliages and that most villages 
hid their Identity behind a protective bamboo hedge. The great era 
of the traditional village preceded, of course, the settlement of the 
southern delta region.· 

Today, the typical village provides a sharp contrast with the 
historic village. No longer does the village enjoy much autonomy. Stand­
ardized reporting forms, centralization of major public services, periodic 
conferences and visits and other.means of centralizing administrative con­
trols characterize the central-local administrative system. 

Organl",,"on and admlnlolrallon. 

The. basic elements In village organization are. a village chief, a police 
chief, and Ii. finance official. As a group they are called the village counc!I. 
In the more populous villages one or two additional councilors may be· 
added. A vlliage council may enjoy a staff of one or more deputies and 
clerks. In the South Vletnam,West region, three special commissioners 
have been added for the purpose of strengthening the role of the village 
council in the anti-Communist campaign. They are to deal with political 
affairs, Information programs, and the youth. In contrast to all of the 
other units of local administration, responsibility Is not centered In one 
executive. Although the vlliage chief occupies a higher position, district 
and provincial authorities are ()ftentlmes Inclined to charge the entire 
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council with the effective performance of some task.' All members of 
the village council are appointed by the province chief on the basis of 
recommendations received from the distdct chiefs. The Central Gov­
ernment may revoke the province chiefs appointments, but this power 
is seldom exercised. Council members receive a modest allowance paid 
out of the village funds, the amount being determined according to 
regulations set or approved by the Central Government. The political 
affairs information, and youth commissioners found in the South Vietnam­
West region receive about one-third of the amount paid to the village 
councilors. Clerical and other village employees are also paid out of 
village funds. Their compensation is distinguished from that of the 
council members for it comes under the classillcation of "salaries," a 
more demeaning term than "allowances." 

In addition to the village council, almost every village contains 
several other administrative organizations, some of which may be closely 
supervised by the village council. The most common are the village 
self-defense guard and the hamlet self-defense corps; a village youth 
and sports group; farmers association; and a local branch of the National 
Revolutionary Movement, the major political party in Vietnam. 

The village council participates to some extent irl almost every 
phase of village life. Its major activities include law enforcement, tax 
collection, health, vital statistics, justice, and public works. Because 
its members come from the elite of the community, it may be expected 
to actively participate in local religious, as well as secular, affairs. Owner­
ship of some agricultural and other lands gives the village council addi­
tional status in village life. 

Like the province, the village has, in principle, the powers and 
privileges of a corporate body. It can adopt a budget, levy taxes, purchase 
and sell property, and perform other corporate functions. All of its 
functions are, however, closely supervised by district and prOvincial 
authorities. This has been especially true since 1956 when existing legal 
provisions were suspended pending a general revision of village admin­
istrative regulations. 

lAlthoUih the Central Government- is encouraging the standardization of vlliase admlnfstra­
tiOIlj many variations still exist. For example, in the Central Lowlands province of ThUR Thien 
speclal advisory councils have been establ1slied in an experiment to demooratble 100al administration. 
Reports from other Central Lowland provinces indicate the continuation of titles,. and perbaps of 
forms. that were abolished in the general reorganization movement in 19156 wbefi most ohfef-towns 
were reduoed from a munio1pal to a vJllage status. 

The provinces of Blnb DJnh and Quan-Ngai identi8ed their chief-towns as thf..xo ,or munio~al .. 
ities· rather than as xa or villages. A still greater deviation from the vUlale --form. was. 'Ullested by 
the ;r~rt from the northernmost province of Quang TrJ which used the former title 0 Nha Dill 
Dfen,Hanh Chanh or administrative center for its chiefatown. An· exception to':p.attem& of administra­
tion' 'hi ohtefatowns is suggested by the report from Khanh Hoa Province in 'the Central Lowlands. 

I~
' mprt indioated t:lUi:t the chief-town consisted of two villales-Nha -Trang East and Nha 

•. .' :,'Welt-wfth. equal _populations. No data have been obtained about vllla.se orlJanization in the 
': . p~~~~an the statement that the government is replaoing the tribal ~nlz.ations with 
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Regional distribution. 

Closely following the distribution of population among the four regions, 
the distribution of villages shows that the two regions-the Central Low­
lands and South Vietnam-West-contain 72 percent of the nation's 2,579 
villages. (These regions contain 80 percent of the provincial population.) 
Among the provinces there is a great variation in the number of villages. 
Quang Due Province in the Highlands has only 14 villages while at the 
other extreme Quang Nam Province in the Central Lowlands has 230 
villages. More than one-half of the provinces contain less than 50 villages 
each.' • 

Population characteristics. 

Similar to the provincial and district patterns, the most outstanding char­
acteristic of village populations is the tremendous difference between the 
least and the most populous villages. The smallest village reported a 
population of 35, while the largest village showed a population of 91,308-
which makes it about 2,600 times the size of the smallest. A more detailed 

FIGURE 10 
VILLAGES: REGIONAL DISTIUBUTION 

Vietnam: 2,579 Provincial Mean: 69.7 Median: 58.0 

I. Highlands III. Central Lowlands 
Quang Due 14 Ninh Thuan 24 
Lam Dong 23 Binh Thuan 58 
Tuyen Due 27 ~uang Tri 84 
Kontum 94 han Hoa 95 
Darlac 63 Phu Ven 70 
Pleiku 122 Thua Thien 90 

Total '"'343 Quang Ngai 167 
Mean 57.2 Binh Din 166 
Median 45.0 Quang Nam 230 

Total 98'4 
Mean 109.3 
Median 90.0 

II. South Vletnam·East IV. South Vietnam-West 
Blnh Tuy 17 Klen Tuong 25 
Phuoc Long 15 Kien Phong 43 
Binh Long 54 An Xuyen 23 
Phuoc Thanh 30 Kien Giang 54 
Long Khanh 16 Phong Dinh 51 
Phuoc Tuy 44 Long An 96 
Bien Hoa 51 Vinli Binh 74 
Tay Ninh 49 Vinh Long 81 
Binh Duong 56 Kien Hoa 115 
Gia Dinh 61 Ba Xuyen 76 

Total 393 Dinh Tuong 124 
Mean 39.3 An Giang 97 
Median 46.5 Total 859 

Mean 71.6 
Median 75.0 

SOUl\CE:' Records of the National Institute of Statistics, Republic of Vietnam, October 1959. 
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examination of population distributions shows that populations of less 
than 1,500 are found in 578, or 24 percent, of the villages, while popula­
tions of 12,000 and above are found in 138, or 6 percent, of the villages. 

Where are the more populous villages located? Every region con­
tains at least 1 village of over 9,000 population, the South Vietnam-West 
region leading with 8i3 having over 12,000 population. 

FIGURE 11 
Vn.LAGES: POPULATION CHARACTEEUSTICS 

RIWION NUMBER MEA.N 

POPULA.TION ~ 2.452 VILLAOBS) 
I MEDIAN RA.NGE 

Highland. 343(a) 1,572 1,164 33- 27,018 
South Vietnam-Ea.t 389 4,855 2,794 66 -91,308 
Central Lowlands 984 4,181 3,425 62 -49,923 
South Vletnam-We.t 858 6,617 5,360 298-44,622 
Vietnam 2,374 4,747 3,648 33 -91,308 

(a) Includes Pleiku Province-li2 viUaS!l which are not in median and ranle an~l'es. 
SovaOBI Records of the National Institute of Statistics, Republio of Vietnam, October 959. 

FIGURE 12 
VILLAGES: POPULATION CHARACTElUSTICS 

(a) Frequency 
PopUlation in thousands 

0- 1.5 S.O 4.5 6.0 7.5 9.0 l0.5 12.0 
1.4 2.9 4.4 5.9 7.4 8.9 10.4 1.9 +u. Total 

Highland. 143 53 14 8 1 1 1 221 
South Vletnam-

East 126 80 59 44 13 17 13 10 23 389 
Central 

Lowland 286 164 150 149 94 36 32 22 31 984 
South Vletnam-

West 23 114 197 165 115 75 62 24 83 858 
Vietnam 578 411 420 366 225 149 109 56 138 2,432(0) 

Highland. 65% 24% 6% 
South Vietnam~ 

(bJ Percentage. 
% 1% 1% 1% 100+% 

East 32 20 15 11 4 4 4% 3% 6 100-
Central 

Lowland. 29 17 15 15 10 6 3 2 3 100 
South Vletnam-

We.t 3 13 23 19 13 9 7 3 10 100 
Vietnam 24% 17% 17% 15% 9% 6% 4% 2% 6% 100 % 

(c;J CumulaU.e Perc~ .. 
, . POP !,tion 1e1111 than= (in thousands) 

1.5 S.O 4.5 6.0 7.5 9.0 10.5 12.0 92 
Highlands 65% 89% 95% 
South Vletnam-

99% 1000/, 100% 

Ea.t 32 52 • '67 78 
Central 

82 86% 90% 93% 99% 99% 

Lowland. 29 46 61 76 86 92 95 97 100 100 
South Vletnam-

West 3 16 39 58 71 80 87 90 100 100 
Vietnam 24% 41% 58% 73% 82% 88% 92% 94% 100% 100% 

(a) Exc1wlve of the 122 vJllages in Pleiku Provinoe and five other villa,eJ for whioh population 
data were not obtainable. 
SOUJ\<lB: ReCord/! of the National Institute of Statistics. Republlo of Vietnam, Octobor 1989. 
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6 The Hamlets 

A recent Secretary of the Interior In the Government of South Vietnam 
viewed the hamlet as the key unit for the future development of the 
countryside. In his judgment the hamlet was the "real unit which can 
get things don,e." He viewed the village as providing general support 
but that the hamlet should become the focal point of socio-economic 
development programs. Yet In spite of his views, the hamlet as yet does 
not even enjoy any legal statutory basis. 

A typical hamlet in South Vietnam is a small, rural settlement 
stretched along a small stream, canal, or roadway, but a surprisingly 
large proportion of hamlets are today like the wards in a city. What 
happened in these latter cases is that the administrative use of the hamlet 
continued even though soclo-economlc patterns changed. Thus, in a 
large market town by walking down any main street one can pass un­
knowingly from hamlet to hamlet. 

This acceptance of a distinction between a social and an admin­
istrative hamlet has in turn had its impact on some settlements still 
predominantly rural in character. In the Village of Khanh Hau, Long 
An Province, population not more than 3,200, one hamlet was subdivided 
into "A" and "B." Administrative duties, the writer was told by the 
village chief, had become too burdensome for one hamlet chief. Con­
versely in other villages where higher authorities had consolidated hamlets 
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into larger administrative hamlets, local practices continued to ignore the 
change even though this required prorating provincial payments for the 
hamlet chiefs, 

Given the absence of a legal base, it is not surprising that con­
siderable variation exists among hamlet titles (and probably among 
hamlet organizations). Altogether, 16 different titles were reported as 
shown in Figure 13. Perhaps, some of these should have been classified 
as units either above or below the hamlet level; but without additional 
information no reasonable bases for differentiath\g could be constructed. 

The 'most outstanding variation occurred in the Central Lowlands 
which reported over 2,300 thon, a unit that can be best described, given 
the limitations of present information, as an "extended hamlet." A few 
additional comments need to be offered about this unit. 

UNlT TITLE 

1. Bua" 

FIGURE 13 
TITLES OF UNITS CLASSIFIED AS HAMLETS IN THIS REPORT 

( See Appendix G for more detail) 
LITERAL TRANSLATION 

2. 110 
Village of Highlanders 
A small quarter; a group of families living .in a pre~ 

dominantly urban or market area 
Group of families 3. Khom 

4. Khu 
5. Khu aha 
6. Khupho 
7. Khuvuc 
8. Lang 
9. Llenthon 

10. Lien thuyen 
11. Pho 
12. Phuong 
13. Soc 
14. Than 
15. Van 
16. Xom 

Zone; area 
Market area 
Urban residential qg.arter 
A region having definite boundaries 
Village 
Inter-thon group 
Inter-boat group 
A row of residences along a street 
Occupational grOUP) guild 
Hamlet of Highlanaers 
Village 
Fishing settlement 
Hamlet 

SOUl\CE: Titles-Records of the National Institute'of Statistics, Republic of Vietnam, October 1939. 

FIGURE 14 
CENTRAL LOWLANDS: HAMLE'l'S) THON, AND BUC;>N By PROVINCE 

THON BUON 
PROVINCE HAMLETS Than Buon TOTAL 

Ninh Thuan 35 90 125 
Binh Thuan 235 235 
~uangTrl 272 317 589 

han Hoa 160 199 30 396 
Phu Yen 281 242 91 564 
Thua Thien 195 403 624 
~u.nr, Ngai 460 310 770 

inh in 493 669 1,173 
QuangNam 998 109 1,141 

3,079 2,339 121 5,539' 

°78 a,ddlUonal units were reported but classification could not be determihed. 
SOUROE: Records of the National Institute of Statistics, Republic of Vietnam, October 1939. 
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This mixture of ordinary hamlets and thon in the Central Low­
lands points up the transitional period of local administration in that 
area. The origin of this period is the advent of the VietMinh following 
World War II. Under that regime many of the smaller villages were 
consolidated in the Central Lowlands region to form more efficient 
units-the former villages which were called thon became parts of larger 
villages called lien-xa or group of villages. The impact of this reorganiza­
tion on socio-administrative patterns undoubtedly varied considerably 
from area to area, even. within the same province. In some cases prob­
ably alI vestiges of the former patterns were destroyed while in others 
many remained. Thus, the mixture of thon and ap (hamlet) still is 
found. This mixture is found not only within districts but even within 
vilIages-several villages reported both thon and ap as equal units; others 
indicated that the latter were subordinate units of the former. 

To develop some additional insight into this mixture, a comparison 
was made of the population characteristics. Presumably the thon being 
former villages should be more populous than the hamlets. The gen­
eral pattern of population distributions shows this to be true: 48 percent 
of the thon (in contrast to 56 percent of the hamlets) had less than 
500 population. That this difference in population patterns is meaningful­
that is, that it resulted from some· cause such as a tendency to view the 

FIGURE 15 
CENTRAL LOWLANDS: HAMLETS, THON AND BUON By POPULATION RANGES 

Thon 
Hamlets 
Boon 

Central 

(a) Frequency 
o 500 1,000 1,300 2,000 2,5008,0003,3004-,0004,300,$ 000 

499 999 1,499 1,999 2.499 2,9998,4993,9994,4994.999 Up Total 
1,009 579 362 182 96 42 26 18 11 5 9 2,339 
1,728 706 348 160 66 31 13 5 3 5 14 3,079 

120 1 121 

Lowlands 2,857 1,286 710 342 162 73 39 23 14 10 23 5,539 

Thon 
Hamlet 
Buon 

Central 
Lowlands 

Thon 
Hamlet 
Boon 

Central 
Lowlands 

43% 25% 16% 
56 23 11 
99 1 

(b) Percentages 
x = less than f% 
8% 4% 2% 1% 1% X% X% X% 100% 
521XXXXX100 

52% 23% 13% 6% 3% 1% 1% X% X% X% X% 100% 

(0) Cumulative Percentages 
Population less than: 

500 1,000 1,300 2,000 2.500 8,000 3,500 4.000 4,500 3,000 17.000 
43% 68% 84% 92% 96% 98% 99% 100% 
56 79 90 95 97 98% 99% 100% 
99 100 

52% 75% 88% 94% 970/, 98% 99% 100% 

SOURCE: RecOlds of the National Institute of Statistics, Republic of Vietnam, October 1959. 
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more populous settlemen,ts as thon in preference to hamlets-was sup­
ported with the use of istatistical measurements. Thus, on the whole, 
units in the Central Lowlands reported as thon do differ from the hamlets, 
at least in terms of their total population characteristics and probably in 
other characteristics also. 

Organization ancl ac/m/n/slnltlon. 

While some of the larger hamlets may have a more complex organization, 
usually the hamlet unit is administered by only 'one administrator-the 
hamlet chief-working on a part-time basis. The hamlet chief is a resident 
of his unit, probably chosen from the established leaders. He is appointed 
by the district chief on the basis of recommendations from the village 
council. Usually his hamlet home serves as his oIBce. A recent change 
is the allowance now granted-hardly above the token level-by the pro­
vJnclal administration. 

Since he Is a "generalist," the hamlet chief becomes involved in 
most phases of village administrative life. As an accepted practice, any 
member of the village council may call upon him for assistance. In the 
regions where security is a major concern, most of his attention perforce 
is directed toward supervising the hamlet self-defense corps and assisting 
the village police. Costs of any hamlet activities are usually paid by ad hoc 
contributions of the residents since the hamlets do not possess formal 
budgetary powers. 

Regional cI/slrlbul/on 

Since today the number of hamlets Is determined largely by population, 
it Is not surprising that the greatest concentrations are found in the most 
populous regions and provinces. There are over 6,600 hamlets in the 
South Vietnam-West region and 5,600 in the Central Lowlands. In 3 
provinces the number Is close to 1,200 and in 16 it exceeds 400 hamlets. 
Throughout the Central Lowlands provinces the mean Is 624 hamlets per 
province and for the South Vietnam-West provinces, 555 hamlets per 
province on the average. Far below all other prOvinces, Phuoc Long 
reported only 70 hamlets. 

Population characler/st/co. 

Although 50 percent of the hamlets in Vietnam have populations under 
500, there are 77 hamlets whose populations exceed 5,000., One hamlet, 
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In fact, contains almost 17,000 (located in Gia Dinn Province) and 3 
of the 4 regions reported at least 1 hamlet each with a population In 
excess of 16,000. Since at the other extreme Ii hamlet with a population 
of only four is found, the tremendotls range in populations becomes the 
most outstanding characteristic of hamlets. 

FIGURE 16 
llAMLETS: REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION 

Vietnam: 16,398 Mean: 455.5 Median 382.5 

I. Highlands III. Central Lowlands 
QUB0f, Duc 211 Nlnh Thuan 125 
Lam aog 272 Sinh Thuan 235 
Tuyen Due 291 ~u~TrI 589 
Kontum 527 ha HOR 396 
Darlae 395 Phu Yen 564 
Plelku (Not reported) ThUR Thien 624 

Total 1696 ~;::tflal 770 
Mean 339.2 1173 
Median 291.0 QuangNam 1141 

Total 5617 
Mean 624.1 
Median 589.0 

II. South Vietnam-East IV. South Vietnam-W .. , 
Binh Tuy 122 Klen Tuong 203 
PhuocLong 70 Klen Phong 176 
Binh Long 238 An Xuyen 286 
PhuocThanh 135 Kien Gian~ 328 
Long Khanh 101 Phong Din 414 
Phuoc Tuy 284 Long An 852 
BienHoa 294 Vinli Binh 708 
Ta~ Ninh 370 Vinh Long 479 
Sbih Duong 325 Klen HOB 880 
Cia Dinh 487 Ba X~en 674 

Total 2426 Dinh uong 1155 
Mean 242.6 An Ciang 504 
Median 261.0 Total 6659 

Mean 554.9 
Median 491.5 

SOUROltl Records of the National Institute of StatistIos, Republio of Vietnam, October 1959. 

Generally the more populous hamlets are found in the South 
Vietnam-West region, where populations under 500 are found In only 
34 percent of the hamlets, and close to 30 percent have populations in 
excess of 1,000. In contrast, in the Highlands 95 percent are under 500 
population; and nationally, 23 percent have populations exceeding 1,000. 
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REGION 

Highlands 
South Vietnam~ 

East 
Central 

Lowlands 
Vietnam-

FIGURE 17 
HAMLETS: POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

HAMl.ETS 
POPULATION 

NUMBER MEAN MEOW< 

1,696(") 210(0) 267 

2,426 (b) 774(£) 458 

5,617(0) 732(g) 485 

RANGE 

6- 7,444 

7 -16,895 

4 -16,161 

32 -

"J Includes 8 hamlets having no population breakdown. Population for the 6 was 1801. 
b Inoludes 6S hamlets not used in population analyses other than the mean. 
e Includes 78 hamlets and than not used In population analyses other than the mean. 
d Includes 3113 hamlets not used in population analyses other than the mean. 
e Less Fieiku. 
f Exoluded was population of 11,857 reported for mllitary famDies not included in any 

hamlet tabulations. 
(g) Exoluded miUtary-family population of 8,500. 

SOURCE: Records of the National Institute of Statistics, ltepublic of Vietnam, October 1959. 

FIGURE 18 
HAMLETS: POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

(a) Frequency 
POPULATION 

0- 500 1,000 1,500 2,000 2,1500 3,000 3,1500 4,000 4,500 !5 000 
499 999 1,499 1,999 2,499 2,999 8,499 8,999 4,499 4,999 Up Total 

Highlands 1,581 76 13 7 6 
South Vietnam-

2 1 1 3 1,690 

East 
Central 

1,305 591 234 105 54 32 20 7 7 9 27 2,391 

Lowlands 2,857 1,286 710 342 162 73 39 23 14 '10 23 5,539 
South Vietnam-

We,t 2,189 2,364 1,005 399 172 89 39 42 12 11 24 6,346t 
Vietnam 7,932 4,317 1,962 853 394 196 99 72 34 30 77 15,966 

\1') PBrcentaf: 
:= less than % 

Highlands 94% 5% X% X% X% X% X% -% X% -% X% 100±% 
South Vietnam-

East 55 25 10 4 2 1 1 X X X 1 100± 
Central 

Lowlands 52 23 13 6 3 1 1 X X X X 100± 
South Vietnam-

West 34 37 16 6 3 1 1 X X X 100± 
Vietnam 50% 27% 12% 5% 2% 1% 1% X% X% X% X% 100±% 

(c) Cumulative Percentage. 
P&ftulation less than: 

1,000 1,1500 2, 0 2,500 3,000 3,500 4,000 4,500 5,000 17,000 
1,000 1,300 2,000 2,1500 3,000 3,500 4,000 4,500 5,000 17,000 
99% -% -% -% -% -% -% -% -% 100% 

80 90 94 96 97 98 99 100 

083 hamletS nofhavfng ~pulation tireakdoWbs were excluaed~ 
t818 hamlets not having population breakdowns were explqded. , I . 

SonoE: Records of the National Institute of Statistics, Republic of Vietnam'; Octob'er' 19159', 
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7 Summary 

In ilie p~eceding an~lyse(the a~pr0~~h w~~ on a unit bas~s, beginning 
wiili • ilie proviricesarid· Inl;ll;liCipa:liW'$;' In . the following table ilie, saine 
data }uive been presented. on a regional, basis iii. or,del: .to showilieentire 
array of local "nits .by r~gjQl), 
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FIGURE 19 
LOCAL UNITS: REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION· 

Po PaOVINCB 
TOTAL MBAN MBDIAN RANGS 

I. Highlands - 6 Provinces 

Disbicts 18 3.0 3.0 2- 4 
Cantons 82 13.7 13.0 4- 25 
Villages 343 57.2 45.0 14- 122 
Hamlets (a) 1,696 339.2 !291.0 211- 527 

II. South Vietnam-East -10 ProvInc.s 

Districts 38 3.8 3.5 2- 8 
Cantons 65 6.5 7.5 0- lO 
Villages 393 39.3 46.5 15 - 61 
Hamlets 2,426 242.6 261.0 70- 487 

III. Centrol Lowland8 - 9 Provinces 

Districts 72 8.0 7.0 3- 12 
Cantons 11 1.2 0.0 0- 6 
Villages 984 109.3 90.0 24- 230 
Hamlets 5,617 624.1 589.0 125 -1,173 

IV. South Vietnam-West -1St Provinces 

Districts 81 6.8 7.0 4- 9 
Cantons 152 12.7 15.5 0- 22 
Villages 659 71.6 75.0 23- 124 
Hamlet. 6,659 554.9 491.5 176 -1,155 

Vietnam - 37; Provinces 

Districts 209 5.6 5.2 2- 12 
Cantons 310 8.4 8.0 0- 25 
Villages 2,579 69.7 58.0 14 - 230 
Hamlets 16,398 455.5 382.5 70 -1,173 

tPlellru Province not included. 

*OOD SOD Province excluded . 

• Exclusive of the four municipalities: Highlands-l; South Vietnam-East-1; Central Lowlandl-
2; South Vietnam-Wellt-O. 

SOUJt,OBl Recorda of the National Institute of Statistics, Republic of Vietnam, October 19l59. 
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FrGUBE so 
LoCAL UNrrs: POPVLATION CHARACTERIS'I1OS· 

NUMBER 

I. Highland. 

Provinces 6 
Districts 18 
Villages 343(0) 
Hamlets l,696(b) 

II. South Vielnam-Eall 

Provinces 10 
38 

389 
2,426(.) 

Districts 
Villages 
Hamlets 

III. Central Lowland. 

Provinces 
District. 
Villages 
Hamlet. 

9 
72 

984 
5,617(d) 

IV. South Vletnam-W 68f 

Provinces 12(0) 

Districts 81 
Village. 858 
Hamlet. 6,859(1) 

Vietnam 

Provinces 37 
DIstricts 209 
Village. 2,574 
Hamlets 16,398 

M_AN 

89,851 
29,950 
1,5'2 

210 

188,879 
49,705 
4,855 

774 

457,130 
55,984 
4,181 

732 

473,108 
70,098 

6,617 
853 

830,258 
58,102 
4,747 

733 

Popula.tlon 

MBDJA.N 

66,134 
23,750 
1,164 

267 

103,088 
38,333 
2,794 

458 

341,345 
44,375 
3,425 

485 

503,828 
78,571 

5,360 
708 

271,944 
50,000 
3,848 

506 

( a) Inoludes 2.2. vUlaJea not Included In median and range analy.es. 
(b) Les. PleUru province. 
(0) Inolude. 85 hamlets UlIed,only In mean. population anal".ee. 

(d) Inoludes '18 hamleb used only in mean population analyses. 
(e) Con Son provbice excluded. 
(f) Includes S18 hamlets uteli only in mean population analy.ea. 

1\...". 

27,000 - 183,067 
7,753 - 85,566 

35 - 27,018 
6- 7,444 

34,083 - 643,877 
1,278 - 190,085 

66 - 91,308 
7 - 16,895 

123,623 - 939,761 
3,437 - 183,526 

62 - 49,923 
4 - 16,161 

54,333 - 801,477 
8,091 - 171,535 

298 - 44,622 
32 - 16,441 

27,000 - 939,761 
1,278 - 190,085 

35 - 91,308 
4- 16,895 

°Exolusive of the four muulolpaUtiell Hilhlanda~Oa1atL. 49.418; South Vletnam-Eutl SaiIOD. 
1,400.0001 Central Lowlanck-l DanaDl. 110.,Otfand Hue, 10a,814. 

SotJl\CBI Records of the National Institute of Stati8t1cs. l\epubUo of Vietnam. OotobJlf 1959. 
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APPENDIX A 
DISTRICTS = BY PROVINCE AND REGION 

Popuwtlon In 1,000', 
October 1959 

CENTRAL 0- 10- 20_ 80- 40_ 50- 60- 70- 80- 90- 100 
HIGHLANDS 9 19 29 39 49 59 69 79 89 99 -up Total 

~::'f, Due 2 1 8 
am ong 1 1 2 

TUYeD Duo 2 1 8 
Kontum 1 2 1 4 
Dulac 1 1 1 3 
Plaiku 1 1 1 • 

Total 3 5 4 3 1 1 1 18 

17% 28% 22% 17% 6% • 6% 6% 

SOUTH VIETNAM~ 0- 10- 20_ 80- 40- 50_ gs- 70- 80- 90- 100 
EAST 9 19 29 89 49 59 79 89 99 -up Total 

Binh Tur 8 3 
Phuoc Lonl a 1 4 
Binh L()J)g 1 1 2 
Phuoo 'Thanh 2 1 8 
Long Khanh 1 1 2 
Phuoc Tuy a 1 • 8 
Bien Hoa 1 1 1 8 
Tar Nlnh 1 1 1 4 
Binh Duong 1 1 1 1 1 5 
O:laDinb 1 1 1 1 • 8 

Totol 10 • 5 8 5 2 1 2 2 2 4 88 

26% 5% 10% 8% 18% 5% 8% 5% 5% 5% 11% 

CENTRAL 0- 10- 20_ 30- 40- 50- 60- 70- 80- 90- 100 
LOWLANDS 9 19 29 .9 49 59 69 79 89 99 -up Totol 

1 1 1 
2 • 1 1 
2 • 

1 
4 2 

1 
1 1 

Totol 5 12 10 8 8 4 3 5 4 4 11 711 

7% 17% 14% 8% 11% 8% 4% 7% 6% 8% 15% 101 

SOUTH VIETNAM- 0- 10- .0_ 80- 40- 50- 60- 70- 80- 90- 100 
WEST 9 19 .9 39 49 59 69 79 89 99 -up Total 

Kien Tuong 1 8 4 
lCien Phon. 2 1 1 4 
AnXl'/iOD 1 • 1 1 1 8 
KI .. lan,5, 1 1 1 1 3 1 8 
!'hens 01 1 1 1 2 5 
Lr;M An 1 1 1 1 1 • 1 8 
V Blnh 1 1 1 5 1 9 
VInhLcna 1 1 2 • 8 
Kim Hoa 1 II 1 1 1 1 7 
B.~" 1 1 8 1 1 1 8 
DiDh OD, 1 II 1 3 7 
An Gi!!!l, 2 • 1 4 9 

Total 1 6 4 7 5 7 14 8 7 7 15 81 

1% 7% 5% 9% 6% 9% 17% 100/'0 9% 9% 19% 101 

<a> Not included in aDr, cU.trfot Wall the provinoial chief-town of Qua:: Tri, p0fo' 9.888. 
It Will reported as Nha Dal len Hanh Chanh or administrative center (rou translat on). 

(b) Not inoluded in any district was the provincial chief-town of Nha Trani. It Wall ~ 
81 consisting of two villales= Nha Trang East, pop. 24,796 and Nha Trang Weat, pop. 24,7 1. Wa Not included in any district was the ¥rovincial chief:town of Quang Npi (reported. .. 
Cam Dh), pop. 7,8.2..2.. It wei reported al the hi Xa of Quang Ngai. 

(d) Inoludes the provincial ohief-town of Qui Nbon, pop . .2.8.778, reported u a TIN X'G or city. 
<:] Not Jncluded in any district was the provincial ohief-town of Hot An, pop. 16,586. It "'AI 

report iUI Tlnh LV or cbief-town. 

SOVllOBI Recorda of the National Institute of Statistics, Republlo of Vietnam, October 1959.' 
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APPENDIX B 
VILLAGES= BY PROVINCE, REGION. AND NATION 

Populatlon in 1.000'8 

CENTRAL 0- 1.5 3.0 4.5 6.0 7.3 9.0 10.5 12.0 
LOWLANDS 1.4 2.9 4.4 5.9 7.4 8.9 10.4 11.9 ov'"' Total 

Nioh Thuen 1 8 3 7 2 2 1 24 
Binb Thuon 13 18 13 9 2 1 2 58 
~uanf 'fll 18 24 23 12 3 2 2 84 

han Hoa 36 26 19 10 1 1 2 95 
Phu Yen 24 5 8 11 6 • 2 6 5 70 
Thua Thien 12 16 13 21 16 4 • 3 1 90 
~;:''I:'f,~.1 56 19 21 25 14 22 7 2 1 167 

73 9 11 12 19 15 7 7 13 166 
Quang Nam 53 41 37 42 33 7 7 4 6 230 

Total 286 164 150 149 9' 56 32 .. 31 984 

SOUTH VIETNAM .. 0- 1.3 3.0 4.3 6.0 7.3 9.0 10.5 12.0 
WEST 1.4 2.9 4.4 5.9 7.' 8.9 10.4 11.9 ov'"' Total 

Klen Tuon; 10 9 3 2 1 25 
Klen Phong 1 1 13 10 6 • 4 3 2 4. 
An X~en 1 1 3 6 I 11 •• Klen iaD!\. 2 3 8 6 8 5 12 6 53(0) 
PhODg Din • 3 10 7 8 5 1 14 51 
Ly:: An • 19 31 18 U 9 2 • 2 96 
V 8inh 2 12 19 12 16 7 3 • 6 74 
Vlnh Long 5 .. .. 15 6 4 1 6 81 
Kien Hoa 4 28 32 27 11 7 2 1 • 115 
Ba Xut:.n 8 13 10 14 7 4 7 16 76 
Dlnh ong 2 22 39 28 18 7 2 1 5' 124 
An Gi!!!!l 2 12 20 12 10 6 14 3 18 97 

Total 23 114 197 165 115 75 62 U 86 858 

HIGHLANDS 

2oaor, Due 7 5 • 14 
am ong 7 7 6 3 2. 

Tuyen Duo 15 6 2 3 1 27 
Kontum 89 4 1 94 
Dulac 23 31 4 • 1 66 
Plefku Not reported (b) 

Total 143 53 14 8 1 1 1 221 

SOUTH VIETNAM .. 
EAST 

Binh Tuy 10 5 1 1 17 
Phuoc Lonl 5 3 5 1 Wo) 
Binh Long 40 8 • 1 2' 
Phuoc Thanh 15 9 4 1 1 ~3 Lona: Khanh 2 6 4 1 1 1 1 
Pbuoo Tuy 18 6 10 6 2 1 1 44 
Bien Hoa 11 17 7 8 1 2 2 6 51 
Ta)':'Nfnh 11 8 4 5 5 3 2 2 6 :3(4) Blnb Duong 9 9 11 11 4 6 5 • • Cia Dlnh 5 9 11 9 4 5 8 4 11 81 

Total 128 80 59 44 15 17 15 10 23 689 
VIETNAM 578 411 420 668 225 149 109 58 138 1,459 

Units not reported in above table 127 
GRAND TOTAL 1,519 

( a) Plua 1 viUage 
(b) Pleiku reported 121 village. 
(0) Plus 1 vWap 
( d) Plus 3' vlllaa" 

SOOBeRl RecOl'di of the National Institute of Statilti08. Republio of Vietnam, October 1959. 
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APPENDIX C 
VILLAGES: BY PROVINCE- AND REGION. PERCENTAGES 

Population VI 1,000'. 

0- 1.5- 3.0- 4.5_ 6.0- 7.15- 9,0- 10.3- 12.0 Total 
1.4 2.9 4.4 3.9 7.4 8.9 10,4 11.9 -ovor Number 

HIGHLANDS 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 010 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 

2ulinf,DuC 49 M 14 14 
am ong SO SO OS 13 28 

TuYen Due 36 22 7 11 4 27 
Kontunt 95 4 1 94 
Darlae 40 30 8 S 1 63 
Pleiku 

Total 63% 24% 6% 4% 1% 1% 1% 221 

0- 1.5- 3.0- 4.B- B.O .. 1.5- 9.0- 10.lS .. 12..0 Total 
SOUTH VIETNAM .. 1.4 2.9 4.4 3.9 7.4 8.9 10,4 11.9 -ovor Number 

EAST 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 010 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 

Dinh Tuy 60 29 6 6 11 Phuoc Lona: 36 21 36 7 
Binb Long 74 13 6 2 4 34 
Phuoe Thanh 50 30 IS 3 3 30 
LODS' Kbanh 13 38 23 6 6 6 6 16 
Phuoo Tuy 41 14 23 14 5 2 2 44 
Bien Hoa 22 3. 14 16 2 4 4 • 81 
Tar Ninh 24 17 9 11 11 • 4 4 13 46 
Bioh Duong 1. 16 20 20 7 S 9 4 4 36 
Gia Dinb 8 15 18 15 7 8 3 7 18 61 

Total 32% 20% 1.5% 11% 4% 4% 4% 30/0 6% 889 

0- 1.5· 8.0- 4.5- 6.0- 7.S- 9.0- 10.3- 12.0 Total 
CENTRAL 1.4 2.9 4.4 S.9 7.4 8.9 10.4 11.9 -over Numbet 
LOWLANDS 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 

Ninh Thuan 4 33 12 29 8 8 4 24 
Bioh Thuan 22 28 •• 1. 3 2 2 38 
~":I: Td 2. 29 28 14 4 • 2 84 

h Hoa 37 27 20 10 1 1 2 98 
Phu Yen 34 7 11 1. 9 4 3 9 7 70 
Thua Thien 13 18 14 23 18 4 4 3 1 90 
R1:,h'f,~t" 34 11 1. 15 8 13 4 1 1 16i 44 3 7 7 11 9 4 4 8 16 
Quang Nam 23 18 16 18 14 3 3 2 3 230 

Total .29% 17% 15% 150/0 10% 6% 30/, 2% So/. 984 

SOUTH VIETNAM .. 
WEST 

Kien Tuons 40 36 12 8 4 28 
Kien Phong 2 2 30 23 14 7 9 7 5 43 
AnX~en 4 4 13 27 4 48 23 
Kion i.n:\, 4 9 13 11 16 9 22 2 11 83 
Phona: Din 6 6 20 14 16 10 2 28 51 
~~~h 2 20 32 19 11 9 2 2 2 96 

3 16 26 1. 22 9 4 4 74 
Vinh'Long 6 27 27 19 7 6 1 7 81 
Kien Hoa 4 24 28 24 10 6 2 1 8 liS 
Ba X,-::en 11 17 18 18 9 5 9 17 76 
Dinh uong 2 18 31 23 15 6 1~ 1 4 124 
An Giang 2 1. .1 12 10 6 3 19 .. .97 

Total 3% 13% 28% 19% '130/0 9% 7% So/. 10% $W 

SOUROE: RecOrds of the National Institute of Statistics, Republic of Vietnam, Ootober 1959. 
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APPENDIX D 
. 'HAMLETS,: ":BY DISTRICT 

(0) 
HIGHLANDS 

Population 

0 500 1,000 1.5002,0002.500 8,0008,3004,000 4.g00 S,OOO 
499 999 1,499 1,999 2.499 2,999 3,4998,9994.4994. 99 over Total 

gUANGDUC 
uc Lap 54 3 57 

Klan Due 106 '106 
Khiem Due 48 48 

208 3 211 

LAM DONG 
Baa Lac 100 7 3 4 3 117 
DiLinh 152 2 1 155 

252 9 3 4 3 1 272 

TUYENDUC 
Don Duong 105 8 2 1 1 117 
Due Trong 74 5 3 1 83 
Lac Duong 88 3 91(0) 

267 16 5 • 1 291 

KONTUM 
136 Daksut 136 

Dakto 110 1 1-11 
Kontwn 187 2 1 3 1 1941bl 
Toumorong 86 \ 86 0 

519 a 1 a 1 527 

DARLAC 
3 174ldl Banmethuot 139 26 4 1 1 

Buon Ho 117 12 129 e 
Loo Thien 79 7 86 

335 45 4 1 1 3 S89 

Highlands 1,581 76 IS 7 6 2 1 1 3 1,690 

{ a} includes 3 kh" 
b includes.5 khu pho 
c includes 58 lang 

~ d J includes.5 khu 
e excludes 6 not having population reported. 

SOUROB: Records of the National Institute of Statistics, Republic of Vietnam, October 19159. 

(b) 
SOUTH VIETNAM~EAST . 

P~atWn amletB 

0 500 1,000 1,52° 2,000 2,500 8,0003,5004,0004,60015,000 
499 999 1,499 1.9 9 2,499 2.999 3,499 3,999 4.499 4.999 over Total 

BINH t:UY 
11 5 Ham Tan 2 18 

Hoa! Due 60 • ~~(&l TanhLInh 28 12 1 1 
99 19 a 1 122 

PHUOCLONG 
BoDuo 17 1 3 21 
DuoPh0C! 2 2(0) 
Phuoc B' so S 6 2 1 42 
Phuoo HOil 5 5 

M 4 9 • 1 70 
'BINH LONG 
1m Loc 117 15 8 2 1 143 
Loo Ninh 83 10 1 1 95(d) 

200 23 ·8 a 1 1 2G8 
PHUOCTHANH 

5 4 H!eudl'em 7 1 1 18 
Phu ao 25 9 2 1 37(e) 
Tan Ulen 53 24 1 80 

87 S8 6 S 1 185 
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Ii 0 SOO 1,000 I,SOO 2,OOg 2,!100 B,OOO s.sgg 4,000 4,!100 s.oOO 
499 999 1,499 1,909 1,49 1,999 8.499 3.9 4,499 4.9~9 over Total 

LONGKHANH 

~"!~ 4 5 2 1 12 
50 Z5 3 5 2 1 1 1 1 89{1! 
54 so i! 6 ii 1 1 1 1 101 

PHVOCTVY 
~Glo 12 1 1 1 15 

u Thanh SI U 7 1 9 89(8) 
Lou. Dlen 67 24 5 2 98 
~u .. 'Y!UY'" 12 lS(h) _ au 

li 24 2 1 2 41 
X!!Zen Moo 27 2 29 

181 72 15 S 6 277 

BIENHOA 

'-tl:anh 61 46 7 1 1 116111 Chau aob is 26 18 6 8 4 4 1 1 3 3t I DiAn 23 SO 14 3 1 
107 92 89 io 3 8 4 i 1 S lioe 

TAYNlNH 
Go DauHa S6 49 7 5 8 1 2 lOS 
CamGItC,t 80 25 19 11 S 1 189 
Phuoo N iB 11 8 2 1 72 k) 

B 10 15 6 2 2 2 1 581 
1 4 49 9 81 

RINHDVONG 
48 21 4 

1A 
1 1 18 ~~t SO 4S 15 8 8 8 118 

Cbau~ 10 SO 14 9 1 1 2 2 1 
Dau lenll' U 8 S 1 2 1 S4 
Lai Thleu 16 12 10 2 1 1 1 1 1 4S 

1ii11 10i 48 2S ii 8 6 ii Ii i 1 s15 
GIADINH 
Binh Cbaah 126 U 1 1 149 
Go V!? 14 17 8 8 8 7 8 1 2 10 78 
Roo on IS 29 IS 9· 8 3 4 1 1 81 
NhaB. 2S 20 4 1 50 
Tan Binh ~ 18 13 5 4 2 1 t 2 10 82 
Thu Duo 14 17 7 • 9 1 1 89 

a14 Hi 54 31 20 14 8 2 4 5 41 481 

Footnofe. 
DIM;"r.: (a) Inolud .. 5 thon'I!,I.IDOludet 21/1on. 
Phuoo anal «(I) Diatrict alto ded a,065 hJsb1anden ud 1.719 reaett1en for whloh DO 

unit. wero ro~d. 
Blnh L~ d) Includes 9 bl~and .ettlementa. 
Phuoo Th I ~e) Includes a and deve~ent centers (pop, 1,897 and 810.). 
L .... Kh4nh: ( ) Inolud .. 11chom ~~. ). 

Phuoo TUV: (I) InOlUd .. 16 khu. (b) (I uded 7 hamletl (pop. 3,599) laoldna population break--
down •• 

816ft. 8HZ (i) IDcludes 1 thon (~P. 88); exo1uded 18 hamletl ~poP. lO.452J. laoldnl popula-
tion breakdowns. <p Excluded 1 rea dentlal area for mW.~ £amO es (PQP. 7. 78). 

Tall NlnhtJk Excluded G newly 81tablilhed vru_,ee which no data were reported. (1) 
Inoludell Jehu 0 (pop. 8,497). . 

HAMLETS, BY DISTRICT 

CENTRI.L (f1wLANDS 
ummart/-

Province Tho. Hamlet BUOD Not Clear Total 

NfDh Thuan 90 85 125 
Binh Thuan 285 135 

~u:~ma 817 f~ 192 80 7 893 
~uYeo 242 281 91 ,~ ua Thleo 40S 195 26 

r~~t 
310 483 

I:Uf 669 493 11 
109 998 84 

S,SS9 8 t079 7.8 5,8J7 

-See other tabl. lor explanatory Dotel. 
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Th ... 

0 600 
499 999 

1,~O 1,500 ,!,Ooo 9,680 8,000 .,600 4,000 4,600 5,000 
1.4 9 1.999 2,499 2.9 9 3,4:09 B.99D 4.499 4,999 over Toto! 

NINH THUAN 
An Phuoo 
Bun Son 18 8 5 1 1 88 
ThODb Hal 18 14 11 8 9 1 9 1 1 1 57 

84 92 16 9 8 1 2 1 1 1 90 
~UANG TRI 

a Lang 6 1 7 
CamLO 14 8 17 
Gio Lfnh 17 7 8 1 28 
Hal Lan,f 25 21 9 6 1 1 65(.) 
H~ o. 82 82 
Trlao h ... 79 48 11 . ~ 6 141(b) 
~LUODI 9 6 4 20 
Nba at Dien 

HODb Chanh 1 1 8 2 7!ol 
188 82 00 10 8 1 2 1 817 

KHANHHOA 
Cam Lam 11 8 1 20 
Olen Khanh 15 8 4 1 5 1 1 2 87 
Ninh Roa 69 26 9 2 1 1 108 
Van Ninh 17 9 1 3 8 1 84 
Vinb X1)OOI !d~ ili 61 15 6 8 2 1 2 1 1 19 

PHU YEN 
D~Xuan 8 8 6 8 1 1 22 
Pbu no 8 3 11 
S .. ~.u 1 12 13 4 5 1 88(0) 
800 • 9 6 2 17 
TuYA. 9 9 7 1 1 27 
Tul Roa 80 48 21 18 11 5 • 1 1 1 1 129!!) 

60 76 49 .6 17 6 2 1 " • 1 24. 
THUA THIEN 
Huonl Dlen 

J<Il HUODI ThU)' 1 • 1 1 
HuooLTra .8 19 • • 1 1 1 
Nam oa 106 • 19B PhODf!I .. 6 1. 7 1 • Phu 40 25 5 1 8 1 1 76 
PhuV .. ~ 36 7 4 4 8 54(h) 

~tJ:'t~ .. 11 21 3 1 1 89 
7 1. 9 7 8 1 89 

.88 100 88 16 7 7 • 1 1 1 408 

~UANG NGAI 
• To 4 .: Binh Son 8 8 4 6 • 1 • Chu~ NOhl. 

6 8 5 2 88 Duo 0 11 • • Minh Long 12 12 
MoDuo 5 4 4 2 • 8 2 29 
NgbJo HODb 11 18 11 8 • 1 1 47 
SouRa 

13 Son Tinh 8 10 18 7 7 1 8 S 1 '. To~. 1 18 15 18 5 5 4 
Tra o.~ 88 9 8 48 
Thl Xa am 

ThODb 
88 66 66 38 20 12 il 8 d 1 s 316 

BINH DINH 
An Lao 119 8 5 1 181(1) 
An NhOD 10 88 .6 10 1 1 1 8. 
An Too 18 1 14 
Binh Khe 2 2 1 .1 Hoa! An 9 10 4 S 
Hod Nhon 12 16 16 11 6 4 4 2 2 78(1) 
Phu Cat 10 81 2. 8 5 76 
Phu My 81 87 21 16 7 S 1 114 
TuY Pbuoo 11 20 15 8 1 1 1 1 1 54(k) 
Van Oanh • 2 
Vinh Thanh 7. 1 2 1 76 
Th! Xe Quy 

4 9 4 17 NhOD ' 
.98 llSO 118 87 26 10 7 8 8 1 2 669 
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QUANGNAM 

Duy Xuyen 
Dai Loo 
Dien Ban 
Han Due 
Hiep Duo 
Hieu Duc 
HOB Vang 
0.. Son 
Tam Ky 
Tien PhuQC 
Thanh Binh 
Thoong Duo 

o 500 1,000 1,300 .20,000 2.500 3,000 3,500 4,000 4,500 5,000 
499 999 1.499 1.999 2,499 2.999 3,499 3,999 4.499 4,999 over Total 

6 32 38 20 7 3 1 1 1 109 

6 82 38 20 7 3 1 1 1 109 

Footnotes 
Quang Tn: (a) Excluded 1 military families' center. (b) Includes 4 van and 2 phuong. (0) 

Reported as 8' thon and 2 van. ' 
Khanh Hoa: (8) 5 additional thon reported but data are Dot olear. 
Phu Yen: (e) FOl' 1 village, report stated 8 T and 2. A but 2 A were excluded since 8 'p'~. 

breakdowns equaled total population for village. (f) All 6 sub-units of 1 village (pop, 17.Z()1) 
reported atl phuong herein classified 88 thon. 

Thua Thien: (g) Excluded were 3 thon reported in 1 village since population data. were not 
cleM as 1 hamlet was also reported. (h) 24 units-a mixture of hamlets, thana and llen thuyen', 
( 3) excluded since no population breakdowns given. 

Blnh Dlnh: (I) Includes 15 lang, (I) Includes 3 lien-than. (k) 3 Additional thon 43po48'3e 
with a consolidated population. 

NINH THUAN 
An Phuoc 
Buu Son 
Thanh Hal 

BINH THUAN 
Ham Thuan 
Hal LonR 
Hal Nlnh 
Hoa Da 
Phan Ly Cham 
Phu Oul 
Tuy Phong 

OUANG TRI 
Ba Long 
Cam Lo 
Gio Linh 
Hal Lan, 
Huon&..Hoa 
Trieu Phong 
Trung Luong 
Nba De.! Dien 

Hanh Chanh 

KHANHHOA 
Cam Lam 
Dien Kbanh 
Ninh Hoa 
Van NJnh 
Vinh Xuong 1 
Nha Trans: 

lIa~OI 
Nba Trang 

W ... 
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Population 
CENTRAL LOWLANDS 

Hamlet 

o 8'00 1,000 1,500 2,000 2,300 3,000 3,500 4,000 4,8'00 5,000 
499 999 1,499 1,999 2,499 2,999 3,499 3,999 4,499 4,999 ov~ Total 

11 13 
Z 4 

13 17 

9 Z9 
14 13 

1 U 
6 10 

40 3 
3 Z 
6 3 

79 72 

39 
64 12 
Z4 4 
17 4 
91 

1 

1 

48 

1 

~ 

235 20 10 

37 7 4 
41 
12 6 2 

15 15 10 

105 28 16 

1 
1 

Z 

8 
1 
4 
4 

1 
1 

19 

4 
1 

1 

1 

Z 

1 
5 

8 

2 

Z 

1 

1 

2 

Z 

Z 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

35 

5 81 
36 
Z3 

1 31 
43 
10 

1 11 
7 235 

272 

4 160 



PHU YEN 
Don~uan 
Phu 0 

(~~ Son'HCau 
Son 00. 38 3 1 
TuyAn 
Tuy Hoa 

177 11 1 189 

215 14 2 231 
THUA THIEN 
Huong Dien 8 5 4 1 2 1 21 
Huong Thuy 32 24 13 3 1 2 1 76 
HuonfrTra 1 8 3 2 1 15 
Nam 00. 
Phonf Dien 11 7 2 1 1 22 
Phu oe 
Phu VanlJ 12 7 3 22(0) 
~UantDlen 10 8 9 • 1 1 30 

inh oe 2 3 1 1 2 9 
78 62 35 9 5 5 1 2 195 

~UANG NGAI 
• T. 120 120 

Blnh Son 11 13 11 6 6 3 3 2 55 
Chuolf Nghia 38 38 
Du. • 13 14 11 8 2 2 50 
Minh Long 44 2 46 
MoDuo 23 10 8 7 4 1 35 
N",,", Hanh 

13 Son Ha 53 1 1 1 71 
Son Tinh 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 9 
Tu Ngbla 2 3 3 4 12 
Tra Bong 
'fbI Xa 

Cam Thanh 2 2 4 
307 59 38 27 13 8 4 2 1 1 460 

BINH DINH 
An Lao 7 7 
An Nhon 2 6 2 1 11 
An Tu. 234 3 1 238 
Binh Khe 2 8 13 14 4 2 43 
Hoal An 3 14 3 2 1 28 
Hoal Nhon 1 2 2 1 6 
Phu Cat 3 6 5 7 1 24 
Phu My 

11 21 8 3 1 57(d) Tuy Pliuoo 11 
Van Canh 33 55 
Vinh Thanh 4 4 
Thi Xa 

Qui Nhon 11 12 2 25(.) 
335 72 38 32 13 3 493 

0 500 1,000 1,300 Z.OOO 2,300 13.000 13,300 4,000 4,500 5.000 
499 999 1.499 1.999 Z,499 2,999 13,499 13,999 4.499 4.999 over Total 

gUANG NAM ::r Xuyen 3 27 22 8 3 2 1 1 69 
D Loe 27 41 14 7 1 1 1 92 
Dien Ban 3 1t 11 6 1 1 33!I) 
Han Duo 17 26 .) 
Hiep Due 3. 12 2 46 
Hleu Duo 50 3 3 2 1 39 
Hoa Vang 18 25 17 8 6 4 1 79 
~ue Son 23 67 .1 2 1 1 117 

amn 30 96 31 13 • 1 2 193(h) 
Tien uoc 59 85 94 
Than Blnh 17 25 36 18 4 3 2 1 106(1) 
Thuong Duo 62 10 5 77 
HolAn 

Village 1 1 1 1 1 5 
!36G 362 162 63 a3 1§ 5 I I 3 2 998 

Footnotu 
Khanh Hoa: ~a~ Not reported were the breakdowns for two villages. 
Phu Yen: (b hamlets. reported along with 8 thon for 1 village excluded lince data leemed 

to concern only the 8 thon. 
ThUG Thlen: (c) Z4 units consisting of hamlets. thom and llen-thuflen', excluded 'lnoe DO 

population breakdownllxven. 
Sinh D~nh: (dl xoluded 13 ~m (pom' 80Z), laokinl pop. breakdown. (e) No population 

breakdown riJ!orted or ,the 4 hamlets of 1 v a~ (pop, 2.41~. 
~ncfe am: (f) Includ61 1 van. (g) 34 amlets exelu ed since fOf' breakdowns UDl'eported. 

(h) lu I 3 phuong and .2 pho rePorted 811 .ubmits of 1 vJl1age. i Includes 1 van. 
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Popultltlon 
(d) 

SOUTH VIETNAM WEST 
Hamlet8 

0 500 1,000 1,500 2,000 2,500 3,000 3,5004,0004,3003,000 
499 999 1,499 1,999 2,499 2,999 3,499 3,999 4,499 4,999 over Total 

KIEN TUONG 
Chau Thanh 50 I 1 52(a) 
Kien Bioh 28 11 1 40 
Tuyen Binh 61 4 6Il 
Tuyen Nhan 46 46 

185 15 1 1 1 20il 
KIEN PHONG 
Cao Lanh 3 24 32 15 9 1 g:(b) 
HO~Ngu 5 17 25 10 4 6 1 1 
Ml 1 2 11 1 1 1 I 18 

9 43 68 26 14 8 1 1 1 171 
ANXUYEN 
Cat Nuco 9 25 26 7 8 2 72 
Dam Ooi 13 24 9 1 1 48 
Nam Can 19 4 2 25 
~.:"~on~oo I. 38 11 3 2 1 67(0) 

1 9 19 4 4 30 TbofB~ 1 18 21 3 1 44 
35 118 81 18 10 4 288 

KIEN GIANG 
Ha Tien .. 17 '4 1 1 ~g(d) Kien An 6 20 19 7 2 2 
Klen Blnh 1 8 18 15 8 8 43 
Kfen Hung 4 11 11 7 2 35 
Klen Long I 10 14 10 I 38 
Kien Tan I 15 11 I 4 4 3 2 I 4. 
Kien Thanh 1 13 18 8 3 5 1 1 4 52 
Phu Quoo 3 3(el 

39 94 90 47 15 14 4 2 2 I 4 Bl2 

PHONG DlNH 
Chau Thanh 8 17 23 14 9 8 8 1 4 88t Duo Long 8 8 11 8 3 3 2 I~~ 1.\ Pbong Pliu 30 63 14 17 5 2 
Pbun'MHlep 1. 54 22 3 1 1 1 94 
LODI Y 15 19 14 8 1 1 58 

69 161 86 48 18 13 2 9 1 4 ii-l-

LONGAN 
Ben Luo 65 37 8 105 
Binh Pbuoo 37 48 4 2 1 1 98(h) 
Can Duoc 45 37 18 2 8 1 126 
Can Giuoc 174 55 I 1 231 
Duo Hoa 32 60 9 3 1 lii(l) Due Hue 19 10 5 1 

-Tan Tru 20 32 2 g3(f) Thu Thua 23 07 9 8 1 
428 328 

-Chef·lieu District. 
51 10 5 2 1 1 1 827 

VINH BINH 
Con"long 38 45 13 • 98 
Cau • 7 31 8 1 47 
CauN~ 11 36 21 3 1 72 
Chau aDh 28 53 14 4 • 2 2 105(k) 
Long TOaD 27 19 1 1 48 
Tieu Can 36 30 5 2 1 74 
Traau 70 47 10 127 
Tra On 12 26 17 8 2 1 66 
Vuna: Limn 5 37 .. 6 1 71 

234 30. III 27 4 8 • 1 2 708 
VINH LONG 
Binh Minh 4 10 17 10 

A 1 2 3 l~g!U) Chau Thanh 28 66 20 5 1 1 1 
Cbo Laob 31 56 15 2 Ig:.) 
~:C. 2 23 25 7 4 1 1 

21 28 .. 9 1 8 2 2 93 
Tam Bloh 7 10 5 1 2 2 27 

86 183 108 43 14 8 6 8 ii .. 480 

40 



o 500 1,0001.500 2,000 2,500 3,000 3,500 4.000 4.500 5,000 
499 999 1.499 1,999 2,499 2.999 3.499 3.999 4,499 4.999 over Total 

KIEN HOA 
Ba Trl 
Binh Dat 
Giong Trom 
Ham Lon, 
Mo Cay 
Thanh Phu 
True Giana: 

BA XUYEN 
Gia Rtil. 
Ke Sach 
Lo.g Phu 
My Xuyen 
Phuoo Lona 
Thanh Tri 
Tbuan Hoa 
Vinh Loi 

DINH TUONG 
Ben Tranh 
Cd Lay 
eai Be 
Chau Thanh 
Cho Gao 
Go Cong 
lIoa Dona: 

21 42 
42 27 
73 49 
36 23 

113 114 

g~ ~3 
409 820 

13 
27 
54 
33 
11 

I 
3g 

180 

41 
79 

9 
83 
52 
74 

108 
446 

86 
29 
40 
38 
47 
12 
41 
28 

48 
85 
81 
58 
58 
59 
46 

375 

16 

'1 
17 
11 
10 
86 

16 
12 

9 
20 
26 
15 

7 
18 

123 

88 

~ 
8 
4 

13 
6 
9 

56 

2 • 15 
4 

• 1 

1 

1 

1 

5 
8 

1 
2 
2 
8 

b 
1 
8 

24 

1 

6 
3 

• 

1 

8 
4 

1 

2 

8 

6 

1 

1 

2 
1 

8 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 
4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

75 
75 

109 
107('1 90{t 

51 
90 
66(u) 

663 

106 
188 

1~~~) 
110 
147 
158 

AN GIANG 
An Phu 12 13 15 198 84 8 1 56 
Chau Phu 4 14 11 4 3 6 82 7

6
.' Chau Thanh 2 15 10 11 9 4 2 1 

Chomoi 2 20 32 14 11 4, 3 2 88 
Nul Sap 4 7 7 7 ~ 27 
i:h~: 10 Ib 13 ~ ~ f 4 3 3 2 ~~(x) 
Thot Not 1 7 7 5 i 3 ~ 7 2 1 42 
~T~rl~T~o~.~ ________ ~1~4~~4~4~T9~~4~-i.'~~r-~~~r-~1~~r-~~~74 

49 137 112 77 47 25 18 17 6 6 10 50~ 

K'en Tuong: (6) Includes 1 land development center (pop. 2,175). 

Klen Phong: (b) Excluded 5 hamlets (pop. 3,852) lacking population breakdowns. 

An XUI/en: (c) Includes 18 khu VUC. 

Klen Glans: (d) Excluded 4 hamlets JpoP. 2.944 and 1,296).laoldn, population breakdowns, 
(e) Excluded 12 hamlets (pop. 9.049),laoldng population breakdowns. 

Phons Dinhl (f) Includes 1 khu aho. (a) Excluded 3 hamlets (pop. 1,600). laokina: popul ... 
tion breakdoWDS. 

L0tJ8 An: (h) Includes 2 khom (pop. 399,178). (i) Excluded 2 hamlets (pop. 1,458) AAd 
21 hamlets (pop. '1.833). laokin' population breakdowns. (j) EKOluded 2 hamlets (poP. 2.361), 
lacking population breakdOwns. . 

Vlnh Blnh, (k) lDolud .. 4 kh •• 

vWa Long: (1) Includes 1 ho. (m) Exoluded 9 hamlets (pOl'. 3,838) laokiruz ~pulation 
breakdowns. (n) Excluded 8 hamlets (pop. 6,5S0) and 9 hamlets (pop.- 4.ttl7), laolWi, popula­
tion data. 

g'en Hoat (0) Excluded 9 hamlets (pop. 8.082.)-laoldna population breakdowns. (p) Ex .. 
eluded B hamlets (pop. 2.846) lacldng population breakdowns. (q) Excluded 4 hamlets (poP. 
2,8681 and 6 bamlets (pop. 8.1616) laolWia population' breakdowns. (r) Excluded 15 hamlets (pop, 

~~2,015' and 5 hamlets (pop, 3.\:140). 

8a Xwen: (8) Inoludes 191m". (t) Includes 1 khu cho. (u) Bxcluded 9 khu (pop. 25,467) 
and 2 hamlets (pop. 1,545) laoldn, population breakdowns. 

Dfnh Tuona': (v) Inolud811 1 khu Mo. (w) Excluded· 4 kh" (PW. 1'8,194, 12.658, 5,881, 
9.129) containhia: ~i hamlets linoe they repl'eseot a major deviation bOth in tennI Of poDUlation 
and khu-hamlet relationship Hlumed in most provlnoee to be parallel rather than hierarchicaf. 

An Glana: (x) Includes IMu. 

SOUROE: Reco.rdI of the National lnIUtute of StatJatloa, RepubUo of Vietnam, Oetobet 1959. 
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APPENDIX E 
HAMLETS I BY PROVINCE AND REGION 

~a) 
HIGHLANDS ~ee Alf,endix A.4) 

SOUTH V TNA ~EAST 
Population 

0 500 1,000 1,1500 2.000 2.500 3.000'3.300 4.000 4,500 5,000 
499 999 1.499 1.999 2,499 2,999 3.499 3.999 4.499 4,999 over Toto! 

Binh Tuy 99 19 3 1 122· 
Pbuoc LOng 54 4 9 2 1 70 
Binh Long 200 25 8 3 1 1 238 
Phuoc Thlmh 87 38 6 3 1 135 
Long Khanh 54 30 5 6 2 1 1 1 1 101 
Phuoc Tuy 181 72 13 3 6 277 
Bien Hoa 107 92 39 10 3 6 : . 1 1 3 266 
Tar Niuh 184 95 49 24 9 4 1 2 370 
DiDh Duong 125 102 46 23 11 6 6 2 2 1 1 325 
Cia Dinh 214 114 54 31 20 14 8 2 4 3 21 487 

1,305 591 234 105 54 311 20 7 7 9 27 2.391(a) 
(a) 85 hamlets laoking population breakdowns were excluded. 

CENTRAL L~bNDs(a) 
T",,", 

0 500 1,000 1,500 2,000 2,1500 3,000 3.800 4.000 4.300 5.000 
499 999 1.499 1.999 2.499 2,999 3,499 3,999 4.499 4.999 over Total 

Ninh Tbuan 34 .. 16 9 3 1 2 1 1 1 90 
Binh Thuan 

~:!f~a 183 82 30 10 8 1 2 1 317 
112 SI 15 6 8 II 1 2 1 1 199 

Phu Yen 60 76 49 116 17 6 2 1 2 2 1 242 
Thua Thien 235 100 33 16 7 7 2 1 1 1 408 
~l:3,"f:,:r1 86 66 66 88 20 12 11 5 3 1 2 310 

293 150 ~ 115 57 26 10 7 5 3 1 2 669 
2!:!!!!I, Nant 6 32 38 110 7 3 1 1 1 109 

1.009 579 362 1811 96 4~ 26 Ii! 11 5 92.839-

(a) Buon: Khanh Hoal 0·499 _ 30; Phu Yen: 0-499 _ 90; 500-999 _ 1. 

Hamlet. 

Ninh Thuan 13 17 1 2 2 85 
Binh Tbuan 79 72 48 1~ 8 1 1 7 235 
~":I1 Td 235 20 10 2 272 

Hoa 105 28 16 1 2 2 2 4 160 
Phu Yen 215 14 2 231 
Thua Thien 76· 62 35 9 3 3 1 2 195 
~l:3,"f:,~al 30'1 59 38 27 18 8 4 2 1 1 460 

385 72 88 32 13 3 493 
!;2U8Ug Nam 363 362 162 63 23 13 5 1 1 3 2 998 

1.728 706 348 160 66 81 13 5 3 5 14 3,079 

SOUTH Vlt~~AM.WEST 
0 300 1,000 1,500 2.000 2,ISOO, 3,000 3.500 4.000 4.1500 15.000 

499 999 1.4991.9992.4992.9993.4993,9994.499-4,999 over Tot" 
Kien Tuong 183 13 1 1 1 203 
~XP.hOng 9 43 68 26 14 8 1 1 1 171 

53 118 81 18 10 4 286 
KI"~m\ 39 94 90 47 15 14 4 2 2 1 4 812 
Phonli D 69 161 86 48 18 18 2 9 1 4 411 
Lo~An 428 328 51 10 5 2 1 1 1 827 
V Binh 234 324 111 27 4 3 2 1 2 708 LfDh,Long 86 183 108 43 14 8 6 6 2 4 ~i8 on Hoa 409 320 86 21 8 4 
Sa XUiuen 180 266 123 36 24 6 8 4 1 6 3 
DInh- ong 446 375 88 26 12 2 2 

1+ 
1 ·,§S~ An GI!y. 49· 137 112 77 47 25 18 6 6 10 

2.189 2,364 1~OO5 899 172 89 89 42 12 11-' 24:0;846(') 
(a), 313 hamlets laCldnl population -breakdowtlf were exclUd~._ :, ',_ i, ,I ",;, , j 

Sovaoa:i'Recotdt- 'Of the "National Institute of. Statistics, Repub c of Vietnam, October -1959. 
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APPENDIX F 
HAMLETS: BY PROVINCE AND REGION. PERCENTAGES 

(.) 
HIGHLANDS 

Population 

0 800 1,000 1,,lSOO 2,000 2,6003.000 3.500 4.000 4,SOo- 3.000 Total 
499 999 1,499 1.9~9 2.499 2,9998,499 8,999 4,499 4,999 over Number 

2 .... f>Duo 99 1 211 
am ong 93 3 1 1 1 • 272 

Tuyen Duc 92 3 2 1 x 291 
Kontum 98 1 • 1 • 327 
Darlao 86 12 1 x " 1 38. 

94% 30/. x% x% xo/. x% "0/. 0/. io/. % xo/. 1,690 

'" (b) 
SOUTH vmTNAM-EAST 

Binh Tuy 81 16 2 1 122 
Phuoo Long 77 6 13 3 1 70 
Binh Long 84 U 3 1 x • 288 
Phuoc Thimh 64 28 4 2 1 138 
Long Kbanh 34 30 3 6 2 1 1 1 1 101 
Phuoc Tuy 65 26 3 1 2 277 
BlenH~ 40 33 15 4 1 2 1 • • 1 266 
Tar: N· 30 26 16 6 2 1 1 • 1 370 
Binh Duong 38 31 14 7 3 2 2 1 1 " " 325 
Gia Dinh 44 2. 11 6 4 3 • • 1 1 4 487 

Total 550/. 25% 10% 4% 2% 10/. 10/. .0/. .% .% 10/. 2,391(.) 

(0) 
CENTRAL LOWLANDS· 

THON 
Ninh Tbuan. 38 24 18 10 3 1 2 1 1 1 90 
Bjnh Thuan 

~~lm. 38 26 10 3 2 x 1 x 317 
56 26 8 3 4 1 " 1 • x 199 

Phu Yen 25 31 20 11 7 2 1 " 1 1 x 242 
Tbua Thien 58 23 8 4 • 2 1 " • " 403 

il:S:'''~'' 28 21 21 12 7 4 4 • 1 • 1 310 
44 2' 17 9 4 2 1 r • • " 669 

2UMB; Nam 6 30 35 19 6 3 1 1 1 109 
43% 25% 160/. 8% 40/. '0/. 10/. 10/. x% .0/. .0/. 2,3~9 

HAMLETS 
Ninb Thuan 37 80 3 5 5 33 
Binh 'I'huan 34 31 '0 8 3 x • 3 '38 
~~~a 86 7 4 2 1 27. 

66 17 10 1 1 1 1 3 160 
Phu Yen 93 6 1 231 
Thua Thien 40 3. 18 4 2 • " 1 195 

il:S:'''I:!~'' 67 13 8 6 3 2 1 " x " 460 
68 13 8 6 3 1 493 

QuaDS Nam 37 37 16 6 2 1 1 • • x x 998 
56% 23% 1110 6% 2% Ito x~ x% '0/. .0/. xo/. 3,079 

Buon - 0-49 = 9 0/0 
!SOO-999 = 1 0/0 

(d) 
SOUTH VIETNAM.WEST 

Population 

Kien Tuong 91 7 x • x 203 
Kian Phong 5 23 40 15 8 5 1 1 1 1 171 
Anx~en 19 41 29 6 4 1 286 
Klen ·13l:.'I. 13 80 30 15 5 4 1 1 1 " 1 31.· 
Phona: D 17 40 21 12 4 3 x • • 1 411 
Long An 82 40 6 1 1 x • • • 827 
Vinh Binh 88 46 16 4 1 • • • • 708 
Vinh Long 19 40 24 9 3 2 1 1 • 1 460 
Kien Hoa 48 40 10 ~ 1 • 848 
B. X'¥uen 27 40 20 3 1 x 1 x 668 
Dinh ong 47 89 9 8, 1~ , x ~ x • 988 
An Gian~ 10 27 22 13 5 3 1 1 2 304 

34% 87% 16% 60/. 80/. 1% 10/. 10/. xo/. "x,*, x% 6,346(b) 

~ a ~" 815" hamlets" laokjilg poimlatihn "breakdowns :were excluded. 
b tUG hamlets lacldng population breakdown. weJ;"e exoluded. 

SOUl\CB: Records of the National Institute of Statistics, Republic of Vietnam, O~ber 1939. 
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APPENDIX G 
TITLES OF LOCAL UNITS 

Many variations in titles of local units were found during the preparation of tbis 
study. These have been presented below along with a brief explination about their 
meaning and use. For villag.. and hamlets the policy of the Central Government 
i. to encourage the elimination of all terms other tluin "" and av, respectively. 

HamIm equloo/ent. 
The following were usually equated with hamlets (Ap) in this report. 

1. Boo" 

2. Ho 

3. Khom 

4. Khu 

5. KhuCho 

6. KhuPho 

7. Khu Vuc 

8. Lang 

9. LlenThon 

10. LIen Thuyen 

11. PhD 

44 

a: Village of Highlanders. 
b: Reported from Khanh Hoa and Phu Yen Provinces In Central 

Lowlands as submits of villa¥es. 
a: A small guarter; a group of families living in a predomi­

nantly urban area. In central Vietnam used for some rural 
areas; found in old laws re,-arding municipal elections-a 
thl .a could be divided Into ho for election purposes;aiso 
formerly used to indicate arrondissements tn Saigon. 

b: In this study ho was found only In a report from the Vinh 
Long 'provincial chief-town district. Automatically equating 
it with a hamlet might be an error; however, the report 
seemed to favor this. 

a: Group of interfamily groups is the common meaning. Ap­
parently used sometimes as the name of an intermediate unit 
between hamlet and ave-family (U.,. gIa) group.,. as found 
in an administrative study of My Thuan Village, vinh Long 
Province. 

b: In this study it was equated with hamlets for some data 
received from Long An and Long Khanh Province •. 

a: Zone or a large area. Noted mostly in South Vietnam-West 
and urbanized villages. 

b: In tbis study it was given various classl8cation. depending 
upon· context of report. Although generally equated with 
hamlet, for one case In Quang Nam Province, it was equated 
with village; and it was excluded from me report from 
Dinh Tuong Province chief-town (My-Tho) since pocu­
lations were exceptionally large and the number of ham ot. 
presumably contained within the khu', were also reported. 

a: Market area, 
b: Found in several South Vietnam-West provinces. 
a: Urban residential guarter. 
b: Found as a hamIet equivalent in Tay Ninh and I<:ontum 

Provinces, but in the tilt •• of QuI-N!ion, Binh Dinh Prov­
Ince, appeared as a village equivalent since it was In turn 
divided into thon and ap. 

a: A region having dellnlte boundarle •• Reported only from 
Quang Long District, An Xuyen Province. 

a: Village. Used by general public. Combined with <om (lang 
:tom) -applies to rural settlements in general. . 

b: In this study reported from Koumerong District, Kontum 
Province, and An Lao District, Binh Diiih Province, In the 
hamlet category. 

a: Interhamlet group or ioter-than group. 
b: Reported only from Hoai Nhon District, Binh Dinh Prov­

ince for three relatively large unit •. 
a: Interboat groups. . 
b: Reported from Phu Van DIstrict Thua Thien Province, 

without, however, population bre~downs, 
a: A row of residences along a street. 
b: Reported from Quang Nam Province. 



12. Phuong 

13. Soc 

14. Than 

15. Van 

16. Xom 

Other Titles 

17. Ap Tro Mat 

18. Chau Thonk 
18. Chau Thanh 

19. Do Thank 

a, Occupational group; guild. (original) Now-subdivision of 
Quan (Saigon). 

b: Reported from Tuy HoB. District, Phu Yen Province, and 
Trieu Phong District, Quang Tri Provincej also used in 
Saigon Prefecture. 

a, Hamlet of Highlanders. 
b, Reported from Hlghhind area of Phuoc Long Province. 
a, Village. . 
b, Central Lowland village relegated to hamlet status by a 

consolidation program establishing the Iten xa as the new, 
larger vllhige. 

a: Settlement of boats. 
b, Reported from Quang Nam, Quang TrI, and Thua Thien 

Provlncel. 
a: Hamlet.. Title u.ually em;.yed In nontechnical discus-

sions; combined with lilng ( :wm) to refer to rural settle-
ment, whether village or ham et. 

b, Reported only from Tuy Phuoc District, Blnh Dlnh Province 
for 3 small units containing SOD persons. 

a: A small dense settlement. 
b, Popularly translated as agroville. 
a: Area containing provincial headquarters. 

b, A synon)'!D for tink ly; used mainly In the South Vietnam­
West and South Vietnam-East regions; reported from sev-
eral chief-town districts. 

a: Prefecture. 
b, In Vietnam used only for the capital city of Saigon. 

20. 
20. 

Dla Diem Dink Dlen 
VIa Diem DInk a, Land development center. 

Dlen b, In thl •• tudy classified either as a hamlet or village, village 
In Blnh Tur. Province; and hamlet In Klen Tuong, Phuoc 
Long, and phuoc Thanh Provinces. 

21. Khu Tru Mat a: Large, dense settlement. 
b, Popuhirly translated as agroville. 

22. Thank Pho a, Large city or municipality. Legally applicable to Hue, Dalat, 
and Danang. 

23. ThlXa a, City Or municipality of small to medium size. From 1954 
to 1956 legally applicable to provincial chief-town. and 
other fllarge market towns." 

b, Reported from Qui Nhon, Binh Dinh province chief-town. 
Subdivisions were reported a. khu-phO and lower level as 
thon and ap. 

24. TinkLy a, Provincial chief-town. U.ed for smaller units containing 
provincial headquarters. 

25. 
25. 

26. 
26. 

b, Reported only from HOi An, Quang Nam Province. 
Tral ala DInh Blnk Sl 
Tral G/a DInh a, Center for mllital')' families. 

Blnk SI b, All units excluded from this .tudy On assumption of no 
similarity to other local units. 

Nha Dal Vlen Hank Chonk 
Nho Dal men a, Administrative representative center. 

Hank Chonk b, An obsolete title formerly used for di.trlcts of minor im­
portance In the Central Lowhind. and Highland.; ~~rted 
from Quang TrI Province as the chief-town with SUDQIvisions 
of thon and ap. 
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